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ABSTRACT 



, The 1976 Hired Farm Woi;Jk.ing Foi^ce Survey, conducted by the Bureau of the 
Census in December 1976, and* reported and analysed in this report, indicates 
.that 2.8 million persons 14 years of age and^ver did hired farmwork sometime 
(luring 'the year. The workers- were i>red9^liately young -(^0 percent under 25 
years} and m^le (75 percent). The majority (75 percerft') were Whitje,^ll 
, percent wfere Hispanic, and 14 percent were Blacks and Others. The rn^di^n 
education of workers 25 years and older was lO.I^years^ Annual eaming^^^n^ 
1976 of all bii>ed farmVorkers averaged"^ $ 2 , 860 ; $1,651 was earned for an 
average 86 4ays of hired farmwopk; the remainder came from nonfarm employment. 
Approximately. 213,000 persons (8 percent of the worlc force) were migrants in ^ 
1976. ^ ' ^ , ' . 
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HIGHLIGHTS , \' ' ^ 



' • The 1976 Hired F^rij Working Force Survey indicates that 2, 8* million persons^ 14 
years of age and overbid hired ^farmwork sometime during the yedr. The workers were 
predominately young (60 percent under 25 years of age) an<f male (7? percent). The 
majority (75 percent) was White, 11 percent were Hispanic, and 14 percent were Blacks 
and 'Others. The median education of workers 25 years and older was 10,1 years. 
Animal earnings in 1976 of all hired farmworkers averaged $2,860, Of" this $1 651 
was- ear/ed for an average. 86 days of hired farmworki ^he remainder came from nonfarm 
employment ;\ ' \^ , j 

, /Approximately 213,000 persons (8 percent of fh^ work force) were migrants in 
19U. About 6^ percent traveledjno miLes or more arfd 23 -percent traveled 1 ,500 miles 
o/more away from home. The fiBBi-distance migrants* teQded to be Hispanic and Black 
/and Other vorkers. .Annual earnings from £arm eraploymei^t of migrant workers averaged 
/ $1,807 » for an average 82.,aays of farmwork,. ♦ * % * * - 

.>fearly a fourth of the .Nation's hired farmworkers were located in Standard 
Federal Region (SFR) IV (the southeast) ^ the time of the survey' in December 1976, 
^ Am/ng the workers, tha.t were migrants, over/ three-fifths .were located in the southeast 
. ptid southwestern regions ^^FRs IV-, VI-,* and IX), < . ' 

This was the second • year the annual farmworlcer survey included racial/ethnic 
delinea^tions for Whites, Hispanics,* ^d Blacks and Others, It^was the first year for 
inclusion of data (on the teh^SfRs, educational attainment, and longest distance 
- *tra\reied by migrant farmworkers, ' ,^ m 
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INTRODUCTION 



9 ^ 

The L^6 Hired Farm Working vForce 
survey "lliows that about 2. 8. million* 
persons 14 years of age and over did 
hired farmyork at some ^ time dui^ing the 
year. The number of hired farmworkers 
has not changed significantly since 
1971, when 'the hired farm working force ^ 
numbered ov^r 2.6 million 'persons'^. 
Since that^^ime, annual employment of 
hired ^ farmworkers appe'ars to ha^e 
stabilized after the •long term downward 
trend of previous years '(table* 1) . 
This report presents data'' on the 
I demographic, social, V and economic ' 
characteristics of'* persons 14 years of 
age and over who did farmwork for cash 
wages or salary 'during 1976. Th^ 
narrative highlights many of these 
characteristics and summarizes , some of 
the more pertinent changes and trends, 
in the size composition , and employ- 
ment patterns of hired;^ farmworkers^. 
Detailed information is presented *in 
appendix A. 

Data in^cJiis report are from tKe 
annual Hired F^rm Working Force Survey 
conducted for the Economics, Stetis- 
tics, and Cooperatives Service by the 
^ Bureau of the Census as a supplementary 
part of the Decemb^'er 1976 Current 
Population Survey (CPS). This sample 
of households includes ^ each State and 
the District of' Columbia, although it ^ 
does not include Puerto Rico or other 
U.S. territories and possessions. 
Approxinrately^ 54,000 households were 
interviewed in Pecember ; dbout 1 , 740 
contained persons who did hired* farm- 
work at some time during 1976. .Hired 
£armw(xrker information obtained from 
these saipple houseljolds was expanded to 



^ provide estimates of the total popul/- 
tion of fiired farmworkers. ' 

The CPS is a probability sample ' 
survey and standard errors can be 
d^erived for each of the estimates. All 
^state/ents, of comparison ap)>e^ring in, 
the jfext, but not necessarily in the 
tables or figures, are significant at 
the 90 percent ..confidence level (1.6 
standard errors) or higher unless ^ 
otherwise ind4:cated. Additional 
information on the survey coverage and 
reliability olE estimates is presented 
in appendix B. 

In •1976, the sample size- of the* 
CPSvwas increased from 47,000 to 54,000 
interviewed households.. One result of. 
the increas*e i.n sample size is a 
decrease in the relative size of the 
standard errors of the estimates. This 
serves to strengthen the degree o.f 
confidence i that can be placed in the 
acquracjf 4df 'these estimates. ;lri 
addition , the larger sample _size 
permits, the derivation cTf estimates for 
' smaller geographical areas tfian h^s 
possible in previous 'years . Thu$, fc^\ 
the first time, *data are presented ^n 
this, report on the number and charac- 
teristic^ of hired farmworkers bV the - 
^tep Standard Federal Regions (SFR) , as 
well as the four Census ''-Regions . 

^^I'^^af "part of the Hlred^ Farm • 
Working Fbrce o.f f97f. c o n t a l>H^'d'. 
in appendix^A has bden expanded a^d 
reorganized to providfe additional 
data on the Natit)n's hired ^.fdrmwoukers . 
While, there have "been som'e changes ici * 
terminology, , the» concepts' and- 'dfefit)i- 
tions underlying these tei;ms Vemain 
vC^bhsistfent with previous •repot;ts^ 



Table 1 — Number ^t^f^ir^d farmworkers, by duration' of farmwork, 1945-76 



Year 



. Total 



Uuration of hire^ f ^^w^^rk durij^g the year 



Less than 
25 days . 



j^5-74 

days 



7^-lS9 
<^ys 



150-249 
days 



250 days 
or more 



Thousands 



1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949..-. 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1954 

1956.*.... 

1957 

1958 

195§...\. 

196t) 

196i 

1962., 

1963 

,1964..... 

1965.. V- 

4966 

.1967... \. 
^ 1968...^. 
' 190. r.;. 

1970.. '^.f. 
^971...^. 

1972 

197f. 

1974 

1975..*... 

1976. t... 



3,212 
* 2,770 
3,^394 
/^,75'2 
4,140 
4;342 
3;274 
2,980 

3,009 



3,575 
3,962 
4,212 ; 
3,577 
3,693 
3,488 
3,622 
3,597 
3,370 
3,128 
2,763 
3,078' 
2,919 
•2,571 
2,-488, 
"2,550 
2,809 
2,67f 
2,737. 
2^638 
.2,767- 



V 



1,247 
817 

l\250 
1,630 
.2/ 
1,118 

,1,008 . 

1,101 

1;497 
l,76i 
, JL,893 . 
1,412 
1,53L ' 
1,600 . 

Nl,735 
i;369 ' 
1,264 
1,130 

^ JL,338 . 
^->1,299 
1,106 ^ 
1,0^3 
1,191 
1,130 
1,085 
1,169 
1,180 

, 1,145 



825 

749 

771 

904 
1,017 
' 2 / 

• 925 ' ^ 
9-28 . 

.756. > 

1,04-4 
2/ 
,863' * 
" . 868-. 
- ^49 
.933 
771 , 
924 
'807 
717 ' 
738/' 
. 731 
718 

* ^23 
648 . 

- 663 
" .567 I 
. 619 
556 



339 . 
340 
411 
^ 5|7 . ^ 

. 526 

II 
379 

324^ 

318 . 

410 
501 

502* 
465 , 
354 

•408 ' 
392 
413 
397- 
339 
327 
308 
258 
2^3 
'213 
361 
351 
308 
319 
347 ^ 



\ 



262 
312 
418 
.381 
396 

2/ / 
301 , 
296 

364 

305 
256. 

2/ 
348 
390 
'28l(^ 
284 
309 
326 

282 • . 
214:'^ 
277 
256 
189 
172. 
213.* ^ 
288 
247 
274 . 
228 
290 



539 
552 
615 
620 
5.71 

2/ 
551 . 
424 

470 

443 
399 
2/ 
452 
438 
404' 
442 
390 
338 
379 
367 
397 
324 
301 
306 
285 
367 
4-21 
367 ' 
355 
333, 



Numbers of .workers for 1959 and succeeding years are rounded to the nearest thou- \^ 

sand without being adjusted to group totals. 

1 1 No survey conducted in 1953 and 1955. ^ * * 

2/, Data not available. ^ ^ . " * - 



Explanations of terms used in thia 
report' are given in appendix €• ^ 

The statistical tables -in appendix 
A are organized as follows: • Tables 
A-i through A-5 preseht a general 
overview of the social, 'economic, ^ and 
emplc^ymenjt characteristics of hired 
farmworkers by sex, racial/ethnic 
group, .,and duration of farmwork. 



tables A-6 through A-11 contain earn- 
ings data by selected deuiographic , 
employment a^d regional characteris- 
ticsv W.ithinV tftesq tables^, data are 
provided ^separately for all worke*rs, 
workers employed soleLy in hir-ed 
farmwork during the year'*, and workers 
who did hir'ed nonfarm work in addition 
' to their farmwork. Tables A-12 through 



A-i5' cbn»tain > in'f orm^tix)n on daily 
anckwannu^l earnings from total, farm, 
anc^nonfarm employment sources. 



Finally, table ^-16 presents selected 
'data on migrant farmworkexs by distance 
traveled to do farmwork. 



CHARACTERISTICS OF THE 1976 HIRED FARM WORKING FORCE 



• s 



Composition and Residence 

As in previous yea'rs, hired 
fgrmworker^ were predominately young, 
white, and male. The majority lived 
off 'the farm 'and more resided in 
the .South than in any other region of 
the United States. "Only two of every 
five- hired farmW^orkets were heads of 
households; 'most were spouses and other 
family members. More specific findings 
on the coiEfposl^ion and residence pf the 
1976 hired farm^ working force are: 

- 60 percent of hired farmworkers 
,were under 25 years <jf* age; half 

of these were 14-17 years old. 
^Themedian age of all hired 

^yj^^ in 1976 was ^.23 y6ars. 
" ^^^e'rcent were .White. * ^ 

- Th^ majority (74'percent) of 
farmworkers were mal^. ' 

- 81 percent of the* farmworkers 
lived off the farm at the time of 
the survey. 



r The largest proportion (42 per- 
cent) resided in the South. 1/ 
- 39 perdent of all- farraworKe'rs were 
heads of households; the remainder 
were spouses * and^other family 
members . 



' Education ^ , * * 

. ' \ • 

Hired farmworkers have lower 
.educational^ levels than most ather 

^ occupational ' groups. In 1976, hired 
farmworkers 25 years and. oldet* h^d a 

^ median education of lO.l^ears (table 
'2y compared to, a' median^ Education of 
12,4 yea^s for all people ',^25 years and 
over. Educational attaln'njfent was even 

.lower for some raci^l/erhjiic groups of 
farraworkersr. Hispanic fatt^^rkers 25 
years of age and over }i'a4 completed 
only* 5.4 ' ^ars schooling. Blacks 
and Others rfad only a -slightly higher 
level witP 7.9 .median, "^ars gjj school- 
ing. In comparison, Whit'e '.fapraw,orkers * 

s ^ C 

USee p^e ll for more detaU^treVion- 



al analysis 

Table 2— Schooling completed by hired farmwprkers 25 years of age and 
ovet, by racial/ethnic groups 1976, 1/- 

^ ^ 



Item 



-Schooling comj^leted 

0^4 years 

5-8 years 

9-11 year». ..»•'• • 
^ ^2 years* . .r • • • 

C13 years and^over 
Total 2/ ' 
Mej^ian 

. Number of "^workers. 




Whites 



Hispanics 
8r 



Elacks and 
Others ' 



Total 



Percent 
Percent 
Percent) 
accent 
Pe^ent 
Percent' 

^ears 

■ Thou': 



6 

^^25 

15 

32 

22 
100 . 

12. ly 

723* 



46 
36 



1/ See footnote 2, page 4 for )bfinitions of racial/ethnic categories, 
'i/ Percentages may not add to 100 due to rounding. 



100. 



176 



22 
40 

19 
17 
2 

> 100 
7.9' 
^31 



16 
29 
15 

'^5 
15 

100 



/ 



10.1 
^1,130 
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had a median education of 12, 1 years. ^ 
In 1^76, only 9 percent of the Hispanic 
and^l9i percent of the Black! and Ot;her 
farmworkers 25 years ^nd over* had • 
completed high school', compared with 54 
percent of the V^hite farmworkers. 2,/ 

Employment Charactefristics 

A large part of the hired f a^i^ ' 
<• working forc^ consists of persons 
whoae principal activity during the 
year is something -other than hired^ 
farrawork. * Many are students and hous.e- 
wives who do farmwork oil a ca§uaJL/basis 
3nd earn relatively small amounts. In 
fact, many fannworker? work for only 
a few weeks o^^: a month during ^time^ of • 
peak, laboi^ demand, .such as harve^-t 
periods,. For example; *' ) 

4^1 percent of all hired farm- 
workers worked-^on f^rms for less * 
than 25 days (casual workers); 
while' 37 percent worked between 
' 25 and 149 days (seasonal 
f' workers.); 10 per<?en£ worke.d 

^ * between 150 and Z49 days (regu-. 
iar workers); and 12 ^percent 
"worked 250 days^ or more during 
the 7year (year-round workers) . 
(The proportions of regular and 
year-round wor^'ers did not 
. differ significantly.) 
^ ^- 54 percent were not in the labor 
force most of the year, but 
instead kept house or attended 
scljiool. The majority were 
stud^ents . 

Hired farmwork was 'the principal 
employment of only -24 percent of 
the farmworkers in 19/'6; 17 
^ percent' did nonfarm work for 

- most of the year.'^" ' » - 
^ 

2 /Hispfhic" refers *to all those who 
identified tnemselves as Mexicaa 
American, Chicano, Mexican, Mexicano, 
Fuerto Riean, Cuban, Central or 
. South Ameri;^, * or , other Hispanic. ^ 
• White .refers to White persons other 
than thcise of Ii»4r^anic^r igin . "Black^ 
tnd Other includes Blacks, Indians, 
Chinese', Japanese, and others not ^ of • 
Hispanic origin. For simplicity 
*of ptese-ntat Ion, these mutually ex- 
clusive ' g roups are termed Hi$panic, 
WhAe, and Black and Othfer. Far more 
detail see Appendix C. 



- 5^'percent o'f aLl farmworkers \ 
were employe^ solely in hired 
♦ farmwork during the year; the 
' remainder, also did some .nonfarm 
work. 

Man-Bays of Farmwork n 

In 1976, hireji f ar mw-wi^kers per- 
ft^rtned a total of 237 mill'ion man- « 
day3 of farmwork 2/ '(fig. 1). Regular^ 
an^ year-round workers accounted for > 
68 percent of the man-days of work, 
but comprised ■ only 22 percent 'of tfte 
hiced fa^rm work force. .In comparison, 
seaspnal workers did 27 percent of the 
man-days of^farmw^^ and accounted 
for 37 percent of the work force, 
^though casual ' workers accounted for 
,4r percent of all farmworkers,* they 
accounted £or only 5 percent of the 
mah-days completed." , 

vikbout 63* perceat of the man-days 
of farmwork were performed by persons 
wfio cited "^-ire^ farmwork as their 
year's principal employment activity. 
S^tudehts did about 21 percent of the 
farmwork and persons citing nonfarm ' 
work as their major ^ctiv ity contribute ^ 
ed' only 7 percent of all man-days of 
farrawork. , 

Farmworkers 18. to 24 years of age 
accounted fgr the largest proportion of 
man-days completed (31 percent) by any 
age, gr'oup* Persons 14-17 years contri- ^ 
buted 15 percent; of. the man-»days 'of 
farrawork, and ' older workers 65 years 
and over accounted for only 4 percent. 

Average Earnings from Farmwork and Days 
Worked « 



During 19 76 , hired farmworker's 
l^averaged $1,652 in annual farra^:earnings ^ 
j4/ or -an average $19.25 per day for 86 
days of farmj^ork (table 3). Over half 
were employed solely in hired farnwork 
dtiring the year an,d had no other source 
'^f " ea rn ing s ? t h e'y -av e rag ed $2,197 for 
ItG days of farmwork. About 43 percent 
of the hired farm work force also 



3/A person comp-leting ^t least 1 hour 
*of farmwork during, the day is credited 
with a man-day of work. 
j4/All dollar earnings reported exclude 
the value of perquisites or fringe ^ 
benefits furnished by emplbyer^.^^ 



HIR^ FARMIA/ORKERS 
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0 I 

did some nonfarm. worl/; they earned an ' 
average of $929 fon /l/'days of farmt^ork 
and $.2,807 for If^ .days of nonfarm 

^ work.; their ^arm ear^iings comprised 25 

V percent of their t6tal anmial earoings. * 
Average days/ v/orked and earnings 
received also /varied oonsiderably 
by primai?y emploWent status _5/ (ta'ble ' 
3)'. For exampW,'\persons who cite^ 
hired farmwofk/a^ their year's *princi- 
, pal» activity /r,4ceived an[avevage of 
$4, 783 in farm ^arning^ for 221 days of 
farmwork. ^6ut 80 peVcent of these 
had no othet /'source of earnings. In 

^ contrast, persons_x^)io did nonfarX work 
as their principal activity atid su^i^lp^ 

. mentejj/ the;Lr ^earnings with farmwork 
avWiged, ^nLy $623 for , 35 days o^f 
farmwork; their farm earnings accounted ' 
for only, 10 percent of their total 

, eirnings^. Student*^ housewives, an^ 
others/nbt in the labor force most of 
the yfear also 'worked fewer days and ^ 
earned 4ess in. farm "earnings than those 
citing'*' hired f^ri^work as their primaryr 
employment status. 
/In addition:^ 
/ ^ Casual workers earned $145 

/ "^^ . ,in farm earnings, or $15.05 

/; a day for, 10 days of 

/ ' V 'farmwork* <. 

- Seasonal workers employed 
from 25 to 74 days earned 
$724^ avemging $16.^20 a 
day for 4.3 Says of .work; 
workers employed from 75 to 
149' days * earned $1,8^8, 

• averaging $17.95 a day for 
106 days of farmwork.* 

- Regular workers earne^ 
$3 , 942 for 20*2 days of 
farmwork, at $19. 50 per 
day. 

- Year-round woxkers earned 
$6 , 392 for "305 days of 

' fariflwork, $20.95 .a day. 
(Th^ese , avejage daily 
earnings "did not differ 
significantly from those of 
regular workers) . 



* Worked 150 or more days. O Worked 25- 149 days 
A Worked less than 25 days, a In terpolatedf, ' 
5j * (data not available). 



^/"P^rimary^ . employment s;:atus" has 
been termed "ciiief activity" in^ previ- 
ous reports. * This new termfnology. does 
not imply a 'change of definition on 
concept . * 
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3 , Primary - 
• 'eihployment 
status 1/ 



Fable 3~aired farmworkers: Avei*age* annual earnings^by primary employment status, 1976 
• ' ^ Tot^l 



Primarily in l.ab6r 
force 
Hired farrawork... 
Other farmwoirk 1^1 • 

N<?nf arm work ^ 

Unemployed . . . • 
•« ^ 

Primarily nofe in ' 
labor force 

Keeping house 

Attending schools. 
Other ^ 

Ml hired farmworkers 



• : Total 
NumbeV : ' aandal 
,earniWs 



Annual 
f-arra 
eafninRS 



With farofVork only 



Number 




Annual 

farm 
earnings 



4^543 
5,054 
1,972 



With both facm and nonfarm wotk 





: , Total 


^ Annual 


: Number 


: ' annual' 


: farm 




: earnings 


: earnings 



Thou. 



-Dollars*-- 




5,580 
4,727 

' 3/ 
6,204 

. 3/ 



\ 



Number of workers may not add to totals due to rounding. 

1 /Refits 'to respondent's major or chief aotiv»ity dui^ing the year. See appendi'k C. 
2/lncludes operating a farm and unpaid family labor. 1 
3 /Averages nt)t shown whei>e base is less than 50,000. 



.1,270 
3,713 
3/ 
6^3 
3/ 



1,486 
244 

1,089 
153 


953 i 

8rr 

- *9^6 
1,366 


591 
524 
599 
6'43 


^ 945 
172 
669 
104 

^1,576 


631 
^ 588 

644 
. 625 


541 
72 

420 
49 


1,516 
1,365 
1,375 
3/ • 


521 

370 
■528 
3./ 


2,767 


^ 2^859 / 


1,652 


2,,'197 


1,191 
• 


3,736 ^ 


9^9 



V 



■\7 
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Persons residing on farms 
averaged* ^2,114,- *or $17.30 
pe^j^ay for 122 da^s of 
.far^^rk; pejrsons living in 



n on fa rm places a 
$1,542«, or '$20.00 
^ f or 77 days of -f ^ 



yeraged ' 
per day 
rmv^prk . 



SELECTED SUBGROUPS OF HIRED FARMWORKERS 



The socioeconomic . (Characteristics 
of workers differ considerably among 
d4.ffer'ent subgroups of, the* hired farm 
working force. Men, wamen, youth, 
migrants, and other groups of workers,' 
all vary by a|e, residence, number of 
days worked, and amounts of earAiWs 
received.* Some of 'the characterisl^s 
of these subgfoiips are summarized 
below. 

' Racial7£thnic Groups 
^> " * 

While hired farmworkers in 1976 
Twere predominately White (74 percent), 
^11 percenty were Hispanic and 14" percent 
were Blacks and Others. 6^/ In general, 
the minority groups — dispanics and 
Blac^j^and 'Others — were older (median 
ages oL 29 for each group) than White" 
farmworicers ('median age of 22)^. While' 
most (65 ^percent) White workers we^e 
young .persons aged l2»-24, over half of * 
the Hispanic and Black and oVhe/f^ 
farmworkers i were 25 year^ of age .^^d 
ovpr. 



6/The 1976 dfta for White and Black and 
Other farmworkers in this rep6rt, 
* except,* data ii? table 7, are not compar- 
.able to racial' data published, in the 
hdred farm work^lng force series prior 
t\ 1§75. In both the 1975 and 19?6„ 
annual reports. White, Hispanic, and 
Black and 0 1 h e r sJ<la three mutual'ly 
,eKclu&ive groups. In previous, reports, , 
workers were classified into only two 
gro,ups~W^iifee 'and Black and Other. Had 
previous year's definitions been used 
in 19-75 an4 1976, the majority of 
Hispanic wdrke^s* would have been 
classified in the White group, b.ut some 
would haVQ^beerx classifed in tjie Black 
and Other groifp. Even 'tThough the tenn 
"Spani-sh-origin" was used in the 1975 
report^ instA^d*of the currently 
used terja, "Hispanic," the co'^pts are* 
identical. See footnotp 2,. page 4 for 
definition of racial /ethftic^ categories . 



^ t The age and sex 'pyramids shown ^in' 
• fi'gure 2^ suggest th.a£ as Whites be;;ome 
older, they tecid to move out of farm- 
work into other types of activities. 
. However, "this pattern is less prevyai:ent 
among Hispanic and Black ' and Other 
.farmworkers. These groups have 'rela- 
tively large proportions of workers at 
' 'the older, leveis, ^ sugg'estfing 'perhaps 
more liJmited access to other 'types of 
employtnent. " - 

Larger proper t ions/ of minority 
wo r kef s^ were females.^ A'bout.JS percent 
each of the Hispanic and the Black and 
Other farmworkers were female, ^compared- 
^ with only 20 percent of the' White 
'workers. " Also, almost all of the 
Hispanic farmworkers (93 percent) lived* 
off the farjn, compared with 80 ^rcent 
^.of the White and 77 percent of the^ 
Black 4nd Others.' (The percentage of 
White farmworke^rsfl^it'h nonfarm resi- 
dence did not differ significantly from 
Blacks and Others). ^ 

The economic a^'d employment 
characteristics ' of hired farmworkers 
also varied- by rac ial /ethn ic group. 
Hispanics and Blacks and Others mbre 
often cited hired farmwork as their 
» principal employment status and were 
mote likely to be solely employed Jin 
farmwork- during( the year.. HowevifT' 
Hil||panic farmworkers ^were employed- on * 
farms for longer periods than other; 
racial/ethnic groups and received' 
higher annual, farm earnings than either 
White or Black and Other farmworkers. 
• - 47 percent of the Hijspani'cs, 32^ 
percent of tjie " Black an^ Others,' 
^ a»nd 20^ p'ercent of the W>iite 
• ^ farrawoi:kers cited hired farmwork 

, as t|ieir principal employments^ 
^ status^n 1976. * 
- In contrast, ^ percent of the 
Whites, 27' percent' of the Blacks 
and Othersy and 20 percent of ^ 
Si the Hispanfcs were at^tending 
«. school most of the year.* 
^ While. 48* per<;.ent of the White 
hired farmwork^s also^had 



ERIC 



HIREDie^tVRMWORKERS, 1976 

-By%ge, Sex, and Racial Ethnic Group' 



YEARS' MAlE 



65+ 



55-64 



45-54 



35-44 



1.646(000) 



f^maGe 




MALE 
193 



FEMALE- 
'119 



MALE 
248 



r 



FEJVIALE 
* 149 



,0 40 
WHIT.E ■ •, 

See footnote 2, page 4 for definition of racial/eth, 



0 • ^ 

HISPANIC 

categories/ 
Figure 2 



40 



40 



BLApK & OTHERS 



26 



j*^V)nfa^rm employment, only 
^^^^erpent. of th^ 'H^sp^nlcs and 31 

T^^^rcent of tfie ^lack3 and Othe*^ 
^h^d 'nonfajrm em'plbyjhent dirVdng, 
19 7»6. C^hte percenxa^ge 
Hispanifcs was, not sign^f icantfly . 
diffe^nt from Black a^nd( O^her t 
farmworkers), i ^ * .K 

- AA pefcefift" qf the >I/hites , '-J' 



H a c k'^ and 



|ie rcent of the 

' OthGfr^, "4.ncV 22 per^nt of the 
Hispanics. d^d farmw©rk for less* 

' thSn^ 25^ days^-in 1976, (fig/^)i 
(The percentages of Whites and 
Blacks'and Othe'cs working lor 
less tUan 25 iAjtys diti not differ 
signif icanEi^ • ) - ^ ^ 

- Hispanic*' farmworkers "a^^raged 
12A days of farmwork/ compared 
with an ^-ve^ra^ "8^ '^lays^ fo*r 

. Whites and* 87 days' for Blacks 
•and' Others (Average days worked^ 
by Wrtite§ ^and Blacks and Others^ 
did not differ significant >y 
from each oth^sr.) ' - * 



Annual f^airm earnings of .Hisparric 
workers averaged $2,83i). Th^e 
were signif isantj-y ^higher than 
averages -of 51^^02 f;>r Whites 
and $1,506^ for Blac.ks^and 
Others. (Earnings of W^iites and 
Black *and Other ' farmwarkers 'did 
not differ arignificanjtlyO 
^ Among farmworkers who i^ere 
solely employed in fatifiwolrk, 
'Hir§panl>^s tecej.ved $3'',26A in 
f^rm earnings, compared with 
$2,0\7 f.or WtHste^^and $1,889 for 
B'lacks*'*and*' Oth>«^.' (Earnings of 
White, and "Bla^k *.and 'Other 
f armworke'rs were no^t 5ign^i- 
cantly ^different.) 
Of tiiose f armwork^e^rs who* af so 
had *&t5iine, non£^rn^ employment , 
' y'i'spafiiQS -je<^Jfc4:ved V ati ^average 
. $<P383I in Wi^wi fa^pm' e^rnitjgs 
and $1,462 tromVionfanm earn- 
ings^ Whites' received $9j08"fr^m 
. ,'-f ai-lnwo|:k /and $3\005 from 
nonf^'arm. work; and ^Blackf and 
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HmED^RMWORKERS, 1976 

By Days of Farmwdrk and Racial/Ethnic Groups 
DAYS WORKED 

White 



> ■-^ 



Hispanic 



■250+ 



150-249 



75-r49 



25-74 



<25 



See' footnote 2. page 4 for difinWon of raciaj/etfiryc categories. 

Figure 3 





Black' and Other 



25% 



>50% 




Others averaged $674 and $2,109 , 
in farm and nonfa^ra earnings, 
respectively. j 



In J9J.6, the majority (60 percent) 
of all hired farmworkers were under 25 
years of age. Half of the6e were 
between- 14 aad^^y y.ears. About 52 
percent o>f the 14^7 year olds , and 39 
percent of the 1*8-24 years gI^s** He'pe 
casual workers .doing less than 25 > days 
of f armwork^ durin-g t^he yo^r..-' "^'Also , 
Persons aged 14^17 years averag- 
e^d ^$67.3 from all "edtnings 
^ sources. Those doing only 
'^farmwork (69. percent) averaged 
^^y^ ^f' '-^arrawork. 
Those combrlning farm and nonfarm' 
work averaged $'932 from 98 days 
of work. 

- Farmworkers^ 18 to 24 ye-^xs of 
age averaged,'^'$3,153 from 'all 
'sources. Those doing'S^nly 



farmwGurk' during the year (42 
percent) averaged $2,510 from 
132 dayS*^' of f armwork. Those 
combining farm and nonfarm 
work . received an averag'e of 
$3,706 from 182 days of wdrk. 
•V "7 Ps^^sons who were .primarily 
students ^during the year "earned 
an a^v^erage of $923 from all 
^ source^r Those doing only 
.farmWorV* (61 percent) averaged 
, r * $644 foci51 days of farmwo'rk. 
Those doing both farm and 
/ ' nonfa^tp work averaged $1,375' 
from liO days o^.w6rk. 
Women ' ' \ 

^ Abo,ut cme-fS'urth of all'-^lred 
f armwbVkerjs ^iji li76 were . women or- 
girls. In general, most "female hired 
farmworkers worked for only a few weeks 
during the year., A large prdp.ortion 
(74 percent) of the wo^ien were not in 
the labor force most of the year;;,*but 
instead , w.ere students or- h'busewives; 



\ 



only 14* percent cited hired farmwork as 
Cneir principal , employment activity; 

* In coatrast, only, 47 percent of the 
male farmworkers were not in the labor 

. force whale 26' percent did hired 
farmwork ai> their major activity. In 
addicipn, over half o£» the women did 
less than 25 days of fartriWork during 
the year compared with 38 percent of 
male farmworkers. Because of these 
differences in employiaent charac^ter is- 
tics, female' farmworkers receiv.ed 
smaller average • annual farm earnings 
than their male Counterparts. Female 
workers received $887 from 51 days of 
farmwork; male farmworkers averaged 
almosi , twice that amount, $1,901, from 
97 days\ of farmwork. 

Migrants 

During the planting and harvesting 
season of many agricultural crops, the - ^ 
demand for labor sometimes exceed's 
the supply, of fatmwork^ers living in a 
local area. As a result, workers from 
other areas are needed to neet crop 
production and harvesting requirements. 

In 1976,, there were 213,000 
farmworkers, 8 percent of the total, 
^o traveled across county lines from 
^heir usual place of residence to st^y ^ 
^^vemight and do hired farmv^rk. So.me T 
of the cna rac te r is t ic s of migrant 
farmworkers were: 

- Nearly 60 percent of the mi- 
^ grants were less than 25 years 

of age. 

- Almost one-third were students 
and were^out of the work force 
most of the year. ^ - 

, - 72 percent -were males. ^ 



31 percent of the migrants did 
less than 27. days of farmwork 
during the year; 84 percent did 
Iress than 150 days of farmwork 
^in »1^. 

They^^arned an average of $1,807*" 
.from 8 2 ^ays of, ? armwork.^ * 
57 percent o-f the migratits v^ere 
White, 36 percent were Hispanic 
and 7 percent *were ?lack and 
Others. 

About one half did' both farm 
and nonfarn\f work^ This group 
earned an average pf $1,017 fron\ 
farmwork and *$ 3,025 from nonfarm 
work. , 



- 51 percent were employed only in 
fa'rrawork during 1^76; their' 
annual earnings averaged $2,586. * 

- 39 percent (83,000) of all 
migrants were household heads.' 

Distances traveled by migrants ii) 
1976 varied considerably. About 63 
percent traveled 200 miles or more 
wh'ile 23 percent traveled ^>500 miles 
or more away from home 7^/ (table 4). 
The short-distance migrants tended to 
be Whites, while ' those traveling-* long 
distances tended to be His panics and 
Blacks and Others . Around 37 percent 
of the White migrants traveled less 
than 7 5 miles to do farrawc5rk, compared 
with only' 3 percent of the Hispanic 
migrants. In contrast, 57 percent of^ 
the Hispanics migrated 1,500 miles or 
more while onl^y 3 percent of the White 
migrants traveled this far. Data for 
Black and Other 'Ihigrants were not large 
enough to allow examination by distance 
t raveled . < , 

Since 1960, ^the number of migrant 
workers on farms has decreased almost 
» 50 percent (fig. 4), al thodgh this has 
not been a continous decline. In 1965, 
the number of migrants increased 
sharply tso 466,000 workers. This rise 
probabl;f rep^sented a tfemp'orary 
adjustment to the termination of the 
Bracero Program, 8^/ as farmers replaced 
f orai@« — labor — with — domoot Ic — workers « 



Be.tween 1965 and 1970, the number of 



7^/Distance traveled included only th^ 
number of miles traveled from -home 
to place of work and did not include 
travel to return home. 

_8/FrOm 1951 until its 'termination .on 
December 31, 1964, the Bracero Program 
(under Public Law 78) enabled Mexican 
, nationals to enter the United States to 
do temporary farmwork. For additional 
information on this, law and the effect 
of„ its terminatioil on t^e size of the 
migrant work for, ce see Robert 
McElroy and Earl £. Gavett , .Termination 
o'f th e B racero Pro>>ram; S ome Effects • 
on Fal-m Labor and Migrant Housing 
Meeds , -AER Np. 77., Economic Research 
Service, U.S Department of Agriculture, 
June 1965 and U.S."" Senate, Department 
of Agriculture and Related Agencies 
Appropriations , 1?art 4, Hearings before 
Subcommittee on"^ Appropriations, 90th 
Congress, 1st Session, 1967. 
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Table A—Migrant farmworkers: Distribution by racial/ethnic 
group and distance traveled ^to do farmwork, 1976 



J 

Mileage 
traveled ^ 



Under 75**** 

75-199 

200-399 

400-499 

500-999 

1,000-1,499* 
1,500-1,999* 
Over 2,000.. 
Total*. ."T:. 



All 
workers 



Racial/ethnic group — 



1/ 



Whites : Hispanics 



Blacks 

and 
Others 



Thou . Pet. Thou. Pet . Thou. Pet* Thou. Pet . 



47 
29 
39 
8 
24 
12 
28 
22 



22 
14 
19 

4 
11 

6 
13 
1.0. 



211^^1tlO''' 122 



45 


37 


2 


3 


2/ 


3/ 


s 23 


19 


3 


4 


3 


3/ 


24^ 


20 


14 


18 


1 


3/ 


3 


2 


5 


'6 


11 


3/ 


14 


11 


5 


6 


6 


3/ 


8 


7. 


1 


1 


3 


3/ 




1 


25 


32 


2 


3/ 




2 


19 


25 


2/ 


3/ 


122 


100 


77 


100 


15 


100 



Numbers and percentages of workers may not add to totals due 
to rounding. 

\J See footnote 2, page 4 for definitions of racial/ethnic 
categories. 

1) Estimated number less than '500. 

2/' Percentages not shown where base is less than 50,000 
persons. 



migrant's steadily declined as greater 
efforts were made to develop and 
implement labor-saving technology in 
agricultural — production. At the same 
«time,' government programs were develop- 
ed to help migrants find alternatives 
to migtant farmwork. Other factors may 
also be involved in the decreasing size 
of the migrant work force^* Since 1970, 
the number of migrants has remained 
relatively- stable around 200,000. 

Regional Subgroiips 

For the 'first time in this survey, . 
data are available on the number 
and characteristics of hired farmkork- 
ets by the ten Standard Federal Regions 
(SF^ls). Stdtes contained in these SFRs 
4re shown in figure 5. The number of 
hired farmworkers appears to vary among 
regions by size pf region, predominant 
type of farmJjng* and length of the 
growing and hdfvesting seasons. 

At, the time of the annual survey 
in 'tDecember 1976, ne^irly a . fourth of 
the hired working force was located in 
the southeastero^United States ^SFR IV) 
(table 5). This region produces a 



significant proportion of the Nation^'s 
fruit, nuts; and vegetable crops; many 
of these crops are. labor-intensive, 
requiring large numbers of workers for 
production and harvesting. SFR V and 
VI" each ac*counted for 16 percent of the 
hired farmwork force. SFR IX included 
12 percent of the' hired farmworkers. 

Racial/Ethnic Grcfup . While the 
majority of farmworkers in all regions 
Qxfeept SFR» fx were White, the propor- 
tions of Hispanic and Black and "Other 
farmworkers^ varied considerably in 
different ai:eas (table 5). For example, 
in SFRs III and IV, Bldcks and Others 
comprised relatively large proportions 
of the farm working fc^rce. About 20 
percent of the workers in .SFR III and 
40 percent of those in SFR* IV were 
Blacks and Others; Hispanics abcoUnted 
for less than 2 percent *of the farm- 
workers in the^e regions, and Whites 
comprised the remainder. -The racial/ 
ethqic composition of farmworkers in 
these areas differed signif icant;ly from 
, regions in thev Southwest and West, 
where greater propbrtions of, the^ faym 
work force were flispanic- In SFR, VI, 
28 percent of , the farmwo'rkers were 



MIGRAIVT FARMWORKERS, 1960-1976 

By Days of. Farmwork 




100 A 



J 960, 




Hispanic, 59 percerit were White, and 13 
percent were^BlacX and Others* In SFR 
IX, Vhites an^fi Hispanics comprised 
almost equal pfogortions of the farm 
work force. , ' . 

Migrants . thd largest' piropbrtion 
(40 percent) of migrant farmworkers 
were in SFR VI at the time of, the 
survey (table 5).^ Most p£ these were 
Hispanics. Over three-fifths of the 
migrant farmworkers ^ lived in SFRs IV, 
VI and IX — areas generally ideutified 
as home bases for migrants- 



Days of Fai^work , The distribu- 
tion of workers vi thin SFRs by days of 
farmwork shows that the largest pi;op^r- 
tion of workers in most regions did 
hired farmwork for les^ than 25 
days di\ring the yean (table 6>. The 
exoept'ions were found in SFR II where 
almost half of the^workers did seasonal 
work* for 25 'to 149 days, and in, SFR IX** 
where the larges t ^ propor t ion (39 
percent) did farmwosk for 150 days 6r 
more- 



CHANGIJIG CHARACTERISTICS OF THE HIRED FAI?M WORKING FORCE 



Composition 

« « 
Since the mid-1960's,N the composi- 
tion of the Hired Farm working Force 
has undergone se^veral significant 
.changes-' Table 7 shows 3-ye||^. averages 



for selected characteristics comparing 
tKe periods 1964-66 and 1974-76- 
The number of workers declitied ^2 
percent between these two periods. 
While the data show changes in the^ 
number of workers in almost aid age 
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Figure 5 



groupings, the' decreases for persons 
age 2^*^44 and 45-64 years were the only 
changes *signif icant at the 95 percent 
confidence level, (table 7)» The number 
of young ^workers 18-24 increased 13 
>percent (significant 'at the 90 percent 
cdnfldence level). As a result, the 
median age of hired farmworkers de- 
creased from 25 years in 1964-66 to 23 
'^years in 1974-76. Also, the' number of 

^Blacks an4 Other? doing farmwork in the 
1970'^ decreased significantly over the 

.earlier ^J^riod. The size of this .group 
> declined' 52 puercent over the 10-year 
period^ while Whites remained relative- . 
iy stable. Black and Others accounted 

• for only 16 percent of the hired farm 
working force in 1974-76, compared with 
29 percent in 1964-66. 9/ ^ : ' 

Between 1964-66 and 1974-76, there 
were several shifts in the regional 
location of the hired farmworker 



^/Comparable data for Hispanic farm- 
workers are^^not available for these 
periods. 



populatfion. The number of farmworkers 
ip the South ^decrease^ by 31 percent, 
,^hile the ♦number ih the North Central 
State.s increased. by 26 percent. 
Although the Northeast and West showed 
^mall declines (9 percent and 2 per- 
*cent, respectively), these thanges were 
not significant ♦ *The 1974-76 averages 
show that, 40 percent of the hired 
farmworkers r^^ided in tH^-'^^th* 26 
-percent lived in the North Central 
Regj^on, 25 percent were in th^j^West, 
and percent^were -located in the 
Northeast* This distribution 'differs 
somewhat from that in the earlier 
period. ^ 

Although the lO^year declinfe in 
number of hired farmworkers was ap- 
parent in.^each ca^tegbry of man-days 
- 'worsted , it was significant only for 
person^ doing 25 td 74 days of fai;-mwork 
during^the year ^( down 25 percent)* In 
the, 1974-76* period, around 43 percent 
of the hired farmworkers were casual 
workers*, 34 percent 'were seasonal, 10 
percent weVe ^gul^^ar, and , 13 percent 



u,c 



13 



IT 



Tabl 



dumber and distribution of hired ,,farinworlcers, by racial/ethnid g^roup and 
Stand'^fcd'Ped^ral Regions/ 1974^ . « ' ' , t \ 



Region 



All hlired farmworkers 



Total 



\Number 



: Percent 
: of U.S. 



Distribution within^ region • , 
by racialVetlinic^^rdups 2/ 

Blacks ahd 
Others 



^i 



tes 



Htsp'anics 

/ - 



Migrant \l ^ 
•farmworkers 



. Numb elf. 



*P^ceht 

'^of u:s. 



I. .. 

II. . 
III. 

IV. . 

V. .. 

VI. . 
VM. 
VIII 
IX». 
X... 



U.S. 



•2,7^7 





















97 




^3 


3 . 


94 


3 ' 




*4 . 


79 


i. I 


20 


24 


58 


\ 2 


^ 40,- 


16 


97 


\ 2 


1 


16 


59 


\ . 28 


13 


9 


' 96 




2 


; a 


o 92 




3 ' 


12 


47 




8 


7 


94 


\ ' ^ 


i 5 


100 


75 


\ 11 


. a4 



Thou . ' Pet . 



1 

* 3 
12 
;25 
:18 
-^3 
11 
19 
• 31 
9 

213 



6 

: 12' 
8 
W 
. 5 

100 



Numbers and .percentages may not add to totals due to rounding". ^ 

l^/ The, regional distribution of migrant workers primarily reflects home base location 

rather than place of, work, since the survey was taken in December. 

2/ See fpbtnote 2, page 4 for definition of racial/ethnic categories. 

Table 6 — Hired farmworkers: Distribution by days of farmwork and 
Standard Federal Regions', 1976 - , 



Region 



r.. 

II. 

..^ni 

IV. 

v.. 

VIII 
IX. . 

U.S.- 




Distributic^ within region by 'days pf farmwork 



Fewer than 
25 days 



25-74 V; 75-149 
days ^\^' days 



Thou. 



-Percent — 



150 or 

more 
days 



77 


50 


31 .. 


\ 7 ' 
\ 18 . 


' 12 


94 


29 ^ 


31 


22 , 


. 110 




17 




/ 24 ' 


" 670 


44 ^ 


25 




22 


" 446 


48 


24 




14 


441 


33 






27 


. 249 


49 


17^ 




21 


. 156- 


35 


. * 23:- 


-25 * . 


320 


24 < 


22'-^ 




39 


' 204 - 


, \ 56 


26 




. , 10 


•2,767 


41 


24 ' 


13^ ' 


—22 " 



Numbers and percentages may not add to totalis due to rounding. 
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Table 7 — Number o|. nired farmv^efkers by race, age, duration of farmwork; 
^ aver^a^l 964-66 and 1974-76. 



Item 



1964-66- 




Race J,/: 
Whit 

Blacks and 
Others ♦--w . 

Age: . 
14-17 years.'. 
18-24 yedrs..' 
25-44 years.. 
45-64 years.. 
65 years and 
oveiT-. 

Regi<(n^^ 

Northeast .... 

North Central 

i South ^. .. 

» We§t . . . . . i . . . 

Duration of 

farmwork: 
"Less than 25 • 

days • . > 

• 25-74 days..,. 
75-149 days^. 
150-249 days. 
250 days and 
over ....... 



3-year 'averages 



1974-76 * * 



:^fiircentage: 

change 



Percent of total 



— THbdijbands - 

3,087 2,713 



2,186 
901^ 



-12 



1964-66 
-Percent" 

loks 



1974-76 



7^ 



100 



924 
657 
741 
614 
151 



279 ^ 


i ■ 


71 


84 


434 


• -52* 


29 ' 


16 


843 


-9 


30 . 


31 


740 


+13** 


21 


27* 


633 


-15* 


24 


23 


367 


-40* 


20 


14* 


131 


-13 


5 ' 


5 



T 



265 / 


240 


-9 


9 


V 9 




570 




+26^0 


18 


26** 




1,566 


iTosr*'^*^ 




; 51 


40*" 




686 


669 


-2| 


22 ^ . 


25 












43 




l,-254 ' 


-1,165 


-7 ■ 


.1 41 ^ ^ 




• 8l6 


609 


-25* 


26 


.22 




3^3 


■325 


-15 


12 


12. 




273 


264 


-3 


9 


10 




361 • 


352 


-2 


i2 


' 13 





U'Data we're not available for Hispanic hired farmwork©4fs for these periods. 
*Changes in number or distribution betwe^en 1964-66 and 1974-76 are signifi- 
cantly different at the 95 percent confiEenee level. 

"**Changes'^ in number or distribution between 1964-66 and 1974^76 a re signifi- 
cantly different at the 90 percent confideixce level. 



were year-round. The§e distributions 
'did^not differ sighif icantly from the 
earlier period. 

Residence ; ^> - * 

.Since the late 194CL'ss the number 
of hired^ farmworkers living 6n farms 
h^s gradually but , consistently declin- 
ed./^ Du'ring* th4 1974-76 period, aTa 
average 22 pe3?^nt of hired farmworker^ 
lived on farms. This' compares with an 



average 30 percent in 1964-66 i an4 65 
percent in the late forties (fjtg* 6>) • 
However,/ the annual, change/ In the 
proportion of the workers who live on a 
farm was not as large between 1964-66 
and 1074-76 as it was earlier. , 
An X)verall decrease in the number 
of hire4 farmworkers and fewer persons 
living on f arms contributed to the 
.declining proportion of workers living 
on f a^ms • The number of • hired farm- 
workers declined 31 percent since 



ERLC 



10 



l?iiRED FARMWORKERS 

, \ By Residence J • . 

. ' ' .^J-. 3.946.OO0 / 3,0^7,000*' . 2,714,000 




1948-49, , 19^«£6 1974-76 
' AVERAGE' AVERAGE AVERAGE 

ResideriLe of hired farmworkers in Decepiher of the 
reference years 

Figure 6 * 



the la te f or t ies,. The number of, - 
persons living on farms d£nc;reaQed to ^^-^ 
about^ one- third the number that .lived 
on farms in the late forties.' 10 / 

Primary Employment Status 

The* maj ority'of the 1.6 million 
hired farmworkers who did farmwork 
for at least 25. days during 19^76 
fndicated^that their primary employnfent 
sta-tus ^diitriQg the year was somethlhg 
other than farmwork. A Targe part of 
these were not 'fn the labor force most 
of the year. About 43 percent of the 
farmworker? doing If days or mqre ci.te^ 
farmwork. as their '^raajor activity; L2 
percent gave nonfarra work as their 
principal activity; 2' percent were 



looking for work; and 43 percent * wejce* 
not in 't^e labor fo^ce most of the 
year. ' (Percentages of workers^ citing, 
farmwork as their pirinci'pal activity 
and, not in the labor'force did "Yiot 
differ significantly.) Tlte proportions 
of hired farmworkers in the^e 4'major 
employment status categories are shown 
in figure 1 for the years 1962 thrcJugh 
1976. VThile these pcop-^ortions have 
f luctuatgjj^ slightly' from 'year-to-year, 
the overall trend Moes not show si-gni- 
fi'cant changes in the dist ribut ion.^ of 
farmworkers hy these employment status 
categories . • / » 

j Among those wprkers Vhd cited 
farmwork as their major activity 
in 1976, 75 percent did *'onl.y hired ' 
farmwork^ during the year, 19 percent* 
did both farm and nonfarm w(jrk, and* 6. 
percent did othej: farmwork (t^ble* 
8). This last category consists 
primarily of^per sons "who did some hired 
farmwork but Sperated a farm as tliei.r 
primary * employment activity. -The ' 
pr^ortion of hired farmworkers citing 
"other farmwork" decreased the most 
between 196Z and 1976-, l^rgely,»as ;h 
result of declines in the* numb"er ol 
fairm operators during this period. 

Of those workers who Indicated^ 
they* were not in .the labor force most 
of 19:^6, the majority (75 percent) wfere ^ 
students, 14 percent were housewives, 
''ll percent were others including, for 
.example, ill, hanciicapped, or retired 
persons (table 9^. The prop^ortion of ^ 
hired farraC/orkers who were attending ^ ^ 
school most of the* yea l^ • in creased 
steadily between 1962 and 1976, while 
persons citing '"keeping house" as '^their 
major activ ity declined *by. an almost^ 
equal proportion.- ,^ \^ ' 



lO/ir.S; Department t>f Commerce and U.S. 
Department of Agriculture. "Farm 
Populatifon of the United States: 1976," 
Current Population Reports )Series P-27, 
No. 49.; U.S. Govt. Print. Off. Dec. 
1977. * . , 
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DISTRIBUTION OF HIRED FARMWORKER^* t962-76 



, by primary employment 
status 



not ih labor force mgst of the year by thejr p/rmai^. 
non-iabor force activity li*- . * , 












tl962 


50 


36 




, 1963 


^54 * . . • 


32. 


14 


1964 


• iss • 


33 » " • 


9 .• 


^ 1965' 


60 V 


29 • 




1966 ■ • 




'^J^ * 


13 


1*967 ' ' 


63 > 


k_^28 


9 




63 




10 . 


' 1 969 




1 o 


1 9 


\970 


72 


17 


11 , 




'•69 


21 


fo 


19T? 


71 


18 


^ 11 


1973 


73i ■ • 


16 . 


11 


a' 1974 


•- 73 ' ^ • 


15 


' , 12 ' 


1975r 


72* 


' 17 * 


11 


' -'1976 . 






' • 11. 



T^ble 8 



performing farm\Nork n4f,st^df the year by l<iM of 
faiyvwork performed . . * ' 
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, » Figure 7 

i * Hncludes operating a farm*and unpaid family labqr. 

• Table 9 

* Workers who did 25 days or mofe of. hired farmwork du^iffg'each year, < / 

^ 17 ^ 




. , OTHER RELATfiD HIRED^ FARMWORKER PUBLICATIONS 

Food Stamp Participatlgik^ Hired Farmworker Fajnilles * " AfeR No. 403. ^ Economics, 
Statistics, an(PCoo{5^f^'ives Service', U.S. Dept.. Agriculture. .April 1978. 

The Hii^^d Farm 'Working' Force of 1975 . AER Nd/ 355. Economic Research Service, U.S.. 
De.pt. ^'of Agrlcultur,e. < December 1976. , ^ • • ' » 

HousehLolds Eligible for ai?ational Farmworker Program under the. Comprehensive 
Employment and Training Act of 1973 . AER N'b. ^324. E^Djiom^ic Research Service , U.S. 
Dept. of Agriculture. Maich 1974. ' " ^ ^ ' 



Income of Farm j^ag^wojkar Housetfolds in 1^7f . ^ AfR 
i, U.S. Dep ^ ' 



)^t .of Agriculture. March 1974. 



AER No. 349^ Econpmic Re9ear'ch SerV ice , U . S'. Dept.' of Agriculture. September 19r76-. ^ 



. „ _ \ 251. Economic Research 

. * Service 

Social and Economic Characteristics of Spanish-Origin 'Kited ^arm^grkersi in 1^73 . 1^ 
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frlsAry «aploy^^c tc«cus. 
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Klr«d farawork 

Vlchouc noof«<a Vork 
With noof«rB work... 
Ochar farowork . . , .\ 

Noafara work 

Uaaap loyad. 

^ ilot In labor forca 
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T*bl» A-2. Mlc«d f«c«vockac» who Hi lata ch«n 

^ , c«cl«l/ achalc fC^iTpa ma^ ••tte^td eb«c«eCt 

■ — ^^^^^ — ? i r 
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• ad 
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Huabac mad p • c t aoCAia 1 «t r Ibuc loo . by 
cltCle*. 1976 . 
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50 


17 


13 




11 






100 


36 


23 , 


17 


15 


10 . 






.' 100 


24 


22 


15 


17 


21 






ICO 


55 


36 


8 


S 


6 


Four Caaaaa I^V^oaat 




100 
















311 


27 


12 




13 






100 




.?2 


M 


7 


10 






10% 


41 


25 


11 


12 


12 






100 


36 


23 


13 


\i 


IS 



1./ Zocludaa oparatfag a fars %ad unpaid fasily 'labor. 

2/ rareantAgaa not ahown whara baaa la laaa Chan 50*000 para6na. 



TtbU A«6. All hired f«rBwerk«rt. Av«r«s« •uabcr of ity» werktd «nd •«ratas*« by t«i«c£«4 d«Begr«phtc charac t«rt s t tcs » 1976 



S^Ucc«d 
cK«r«ctartsttcs 



Muab«r 

of 
werk«ri 



f»Tu «ad noafars^ 



worked 



Earntat* 



r«ra 

■•ratas* 



Worker* vho dtd hired 
(eravork only 



Detly 



Detly 



Ngaber 
worker* 



Deys 

worked 



l^f atagt 



Aaauat 



jio. 



A^t voitt:s«s 

Cthatc groups: 

Uhttes 

Ht»p4atc« 

SUcks 4ad Ocher* 

Metes 

Vhlte*.* 

Hlspeatts 

Bleck* ead Other*. >. 

Fese I ee 

Uhlce* 

Htspeatcs . 

^ Sleek* end 'bther* . . • 
$«x~«ad age (ell worker*): 

14- 17 yeer* 

15- 24 yeer* 

25-34 yeer* 

35-44 yeer* 

45-54 yeere 

35-64 yeer* 

65 yeer* ead overv...... 

Meleet 

14-17 yeer • • > • 

18-24 yeer* ft. . , 

25-34 y«er*..., 

35-44 yeer 

45-54 yaer 

55-64 yeere 

65 yeer* ead over 

Ceeel«* : 

14-17 yeera 

18-24 yeer 

25-34 yeer f, 

35-44 yeer* V/ 

45-54 yaer* 1/ 

55-6A yeer*) 1/ 

65 yeer* ead~'over • ' 
H^eehold 6 atsreat sCetue; 

iksusehold heed* 

Ve<^tetory*l/ 

Moaalgretory 

Other houeehold BeBber*. 

Klgretory 

KoBMlsretory *,••«« 

YeeM of educeCloa coS'* 
pleted by worker* over 25. 

0-4 yeer* ......«« 

5-8 year 

9-11 yeer* 

12 yeer* 

13 yearA 'ead over 



•— Poller* -—-—' 

2|»7 19.2? 



1976 



Pol . 

as/ 



2059 


141 


20*90 


2940 


18*82 


1502 


1074 


107 


19*»5 


2047 


319 


;<»6 


21.91 


3<06 


22*9: 




2J0 


141 


t 23*20 


2264 


397 


121 


l£ vOO 


2171 


17*37 




< 72 


1 06 


17*7 7 


1889 


20^5 


154 


21*3!) 








1 16*- 


* 4 26 


19 *^7 


^4 I 


IS^'^ 


152 


21*5 7 


3(27 1 


- , 2 


*o99 


834 


1 19 


1 7 * 34 


2?te 


I 91 


lo2 




4fl84 


k 3 *60 


357* 


131 


lo? 


23*9S 


^391 




I 49 




2837' 


17 *59 


1953 


1 70 


134 


16 *0( 


24 3% 


6 81 


9f 


16 76 


15 l4 


16*91 


86 7 


4 IP 


67 


17*#J 


1222 


413 • 


96 


16*68 


1590 


15*93 


717 


ao 


63 


16*£6 


106; 


119 


3C 


2»*0£ 


1804 


i :*'9 


163" 


99 


66 


21*10 


1812 


U9 


73 j» 


l4 


I Sal 


16* 50 


76Z 


102 


59 


16 *63 


984 


gjjg 


62 


10 *7 7> 


673 


I < . 4 9 


'28 


564 


46 


11 *9d 




8 19 


16C 


19*91 


3193 


1^.48 








i» ' ? ^ 


*25 10 


4 29 


196 


25,48 


4997 


>22 .4^ 


235 1 


156 


165 


23 * S2 


2887 


217 


189 


24.03 


4 54S 


2C.&0 


^6^4 


l?l 


176 


2^*8; 


37U 


202 


<£2 


23*41 


4268 


22.55 


i:o5 


135, 


173 


22.<;i 


4042 


173 


164 


20 *63 


3374 


2$* 77 


2666 


i26 






2117 


109 


93 




I54d 


I 7.1 S 


I2l4 




o3 


17*2^ 


1422 


636 


66 


10 .79 


7 16» 


1 2. ZS 


S54 




• 


•11*^4 


572 


60% 


l»l 


20,55 


5726 


I a. al 


1956 


2*2 


164 


' 16.97 


3103 


324 


228 


26.3S 


602^ 


23*00 


-* 2«45 


128 


207 


24.06 


' 4965 


149 


224 


25*71 


5765 


22*06 


- 3257 


77 


216 


22*}4 


4827 


150 


2C5 


23.69 


4364 


2<Uf> 


• 3471 


«»7 


207 


23.01 


473$ 


138 


173 


20. &4 


3610 


20.95 


2&41 


98 


U2 


2C*62 


3260 


65 


96 


17.23 


1659 


17. 3& 


1343 


^0 


'87 


17*26 


1496 


182 


■^49 


10.67 


522 


13.71 


434 ' 


12C 


35 


14.31 


495 


215 


IC2 


I6*6d 


169' 


I7*«i2 


794 


10» ' 


62 


19.2S 


119« 


10& 


97 


18.97 


1647 


U.24 


135 


59 ,o 


'.V 


19*3& 


1243 


63 ' 


" 113 


16.77 


1896 


1^5.98 


• ' 1341 


*5 ^ . 








53 


lU. 


22.CO 


2S67 


20*76 


1675 


3s 








35 




















23 










\ 2 * 


13 








1071 


208 


24*08 


5.01 


22*QO 


2775 


555 


ia7 


22.83 


^176* 


63 


222 


25.17 


5593 


25*42 


29>4 


33 








988 


''206 


23*99 


4952 


21*71 


2762 


522 


186 


22.09 




1696 


o 95 


15.90 


isoe 


15*69 


94 i 


K21 


71 


15*68 • 


1123^ 


•130 


104 


17.90 


Uil 


i&*oa 


1092 


74 


78 


18.84 


1474 


1266 


94 


15.73 


1478 


15*50 


«f3« # 


947 


71 




1095 


113C 


177 


23*23 < 


4201 


2l*6S 


2465 


661 


ISS 


-21*69 


343: 


1 7a 


155 


' 19*31 


2996 


< 19.16 


2566- 


136 


162 


19.64 


3094 


3 33 


153 


20*77 


3175 


20*39 


?<405 


232 


iV 


20*51 


. 290« 


169 


174 


22.67 


3949 . 


21.45 


2257 


91 


152 


* 23*53 


' 35 7t 


2 7<i 


197 


£5.57 


5-35' 


7-3*41 


;<*3 ' 


149 


'l?6, 


23.39 


4111 


171 


220 


28.91 


S137 


24*21 


2296 


53 ■ 


M2 


ii.6t 


44^1 



Xf Averege* aoC *howa where beee 1* lee* thea 50.000 pereoa*. 



1« All htr«tf f«rawork«r«: Av«r«t« 



ib«r of d*yf» vftVktd «ad t«ratDtt, by t^«l«cc«d caploxa«at ch«r«dc«r t»c tie*, lf76 



$«l«cc«d 
ch«r«cc«rttctcs 



9«rx ««ploxa«ac tCACit*: 

4r9work 

Iltt«d f«ravork 

UlchouC ao«f«ra >totk 

«tth f«rawork 

Och«r f«rawork If 

oaf«ra vork 7« 

n«aplox«4 2/ '. 

>t la Labor forc«« 

X««irint housa • 

Acc«ii^dlnt tchool 

Och«r 

ld«QC«, •«x, Aad 
JM of f«rawork: 

L«»s ch«a 23 da;r« < 

d«y» 

7S-149 d*y» 

13,0-249 ^d«/«... 

230 d«/« aad ov«r 

oafsm r«ttdaac« 

L«»» th«a 25 d«7t ' 

2S>U^d«7» 

7S«149 d«/» ' 

lSQ-249 d«/» 

2S0 d«7t ^and ov«r 

Ul««: 

L«ss tb«a 2S d«7t 

23-74 d«7» 

73.149 d«7» 

ISO. 249 d»j 

"250 da7a end ov«r 

L«»i than 2S d«7« 

25-74 dtyt 

75 i»Yt «a^ «ov«r y. • • 
r«cor^ •cacui aad da/i 
tavork: f > 

Usr«cor7 

L«ii ch«a n-4J7a ^/ * * 
25-74 d^a 2/rr^.7... 
75-149 4a7» 2/../^.... 
150 d«7« «ad~ov«r 2^/.. 

foaatgr«co'r7* • t**^ 

L«s'» tb«a 25 d«7i 

25-l49«l«7 w. 

150-249 d«7» 

250 if»ym «ad ov«r 



ll«ab«r 

of 
work«rt 



r«ra aad eoafata 



D«7t 

work«d 



C«ratn)» 



D«ll7 



r«ra 
««ratett 



D«tl7 



ll«ab«'r ' 
' of 
worker* , 



Uork«rs who 
f «rawori 



worked 



did hlr«d 

on^¥ 



Earatat* 



D4II7 



^ •Dollars 



2 76£ 




136 


20«6t 


2M 


•M.?7 


762 




217 


2U6t 


4685 


2U67 


676 




230 


21«4e 




2U6< 


540 




232 


21.76 


505« 


21.76 


13? 




222 


21.26 


4727 


?1.27 


86 




111 


2C.67 


229<* 


21«26 


458 




241 


2V.70 


6204 


:7.9l 






69 


♦ \9.95 


1376 


17.25 






69 


13.72 


^53 


13. »2 


244 




53 


15*38 


217 


15.26 


lSd9 




73 


12.6C 


926 - 


13.25 


153 


1 


67 


2Q^3C 


1366* 


16.58 



W12 


jl575 

1 


112 ' 


1 

j ^^'^O, 


2197 


«420 


1 602 


217 


21. 6« 


4737 


W5 3 


' 540 


23? 


21. 7C, 


5C54 


50.54 


'-340 


232 




5054 


T71J 


0 


0 


1 0.00 


0 


1549 


' 62 


67 


22.61 


1572 


623 


0 






0 


619 


' 29 








5<»1 


945 


♦ ? 


15.31 


' 631 


5^4 


172 


40 


14.77 


sea 






51 


12.67 


644 




104 


38 


16. 2d 


625 




1145 

652 
V7 
290 
333 
2239 
969 
539 
2^9 

212 

7«9 
•460 
266 
2 40, 
310 

355 
192 
134 ' 



213 
' £6 
63 

^ II 

2554 , 

ic7a ' 

886 
277 
313 



87 
99 
142 
229 
309 
136 
94 
103 
145 
230 
304 



99 
107 
148 

232 
3 



62 
79 
Ul 



ISO 
1X4 
128 
139 

137 
36 
111 
228 
310 



22*46 
19.90 
19.42 
19.71 
20.96 
21«3e 
22.35 
'20.36 
1^*67 
2C*30 
22.84 

23.70 
21.27 
19.69 . 
20^0 
20.93 

lb.30 
15.46 
16.27 



21.41 
21.22 
^20.20 
2C.<13 

20*79 
22.15 
19.63 
19.51 
CSS 



2<* 



1929 
1962 
2763 
4508 
i*80 
2915 
2095 
2106 
2659 
4«7o 
6952 

2346 
2272 
2921 
471*3 
6500 

10C3 
1222 
3298 



330? 
2422 
2587 
27S4 

2822 
1899 
2164 
4447 
6^76 



15. 0« 

16.22 

17.*i« 

19.^9 

20. 9S 

16.96"* 

14.96 

16.26 

l'B.43 

2C.C4 

22.63 

15.46 

16.63 
17.79 
20.07 
20.93 

^. 1**09 
15.20 
18.59 

18.52 
15.64 
17«0i 
lfi.98 

1C.85* 
15.00 
' 17*02 
19.32 
26.55 



145 
724 
t89C 
3042 
; iS92 
1542 
1*4 
716 
1994 
4058 ' 
6853 



5oe 
349 

223 
196 
300 
1194 
4C4 
2M 
164 
156 
194 



10 
45 
106 
206 
3C6 
105 
10 
44 
109 
2(^7 
301 



150 


325 


10 


752 


241 • 


46 


U»8 


171 


1«7 


4055 


152 


*"205 


i*06 


277 


307 


^155 


185 




657 


108 




3219 

/ 


119 


W5 


1907 


107 


114 


160 


21 




613 


24 




1914 


35 






27 




1638* 


1461 


1^2 




486 


10 


iioW^ 


512 


67 


/?916^V 


190 ^ 


206 


6294 >^ 


280 ' 


307 



13.47 
15.86 
17.05 
19.51' 
21.29 
16.80 
. 13.9f 
. 15.84 
17.62 
'20.05 
.25.07 

13.41 

:^ IS. 63 
^ 16.59 
20.19 
21.2S 

12.57 
16.40 
18.88 



16*66 
13.51 
16*36 
19*55 
20*85 



Xacl«Al«» oparACtag < £ara ^ad^uppatd f«all7 l«bor. ' 
1/ AvtrA^a* noc ibowa whara baaa la lata tbaa 50*000 ^raoaa. 



\ 



3^, * 



ERIC 




136 

715 
1813 
'401C 
6505 
2146 
133 
698 
1922 
4145 
%936 

13» 
715 
1771 
4145 
•6530 

134 
708 
3366 



2169 
136 
1102 
4030 
6391 



y 




T«blt 4-a. All hlf«d f^f avptktf > ,AvV<*jt auab«t ot d«ys wor,ktd^«nd tarnlng*. by cagloas «nd c«el<l /achaic (Coups. 1976 



• 

^ , ♦ ' Nusbtc 


F«co «n<i aonf«ra 


r«ca 
•acalnt* 


Uockirs who did hlc«d 
f « r swo t k only 


^ If * E*ralai» 
D«vs . • 


Muabct 
of 

wotkets 


Days 


E«rQlats 


vorlctd : p^jjy : ^^^^^j 


D«lly Annual 


D«lly AaDu«l 


— » »• . Thou. No. DolUts— — * Thou- ><> ' 



kl: i. >a>i5«s / 

Four C«asus Rations, 

:<occh««»c 

Vhlc«s 

%" Hlspanics _!./ 

Black* «nd Och«r« 1/ • 



Sorch C«ncr«l • 

Uhlc«» ' 

Hlspaalcs U 

Hacks «nd""0ch»TS I./ ■ ■ ■ 

Souch 

Uhlcss i 

Hlspaalc* ^ 

tl«cks aad Ochsrt 



121 
3 

' 11 ^ 

721 
16 



•.38 , 



155 



19. ?S 



21^7 



U2 



17. 
U.37 



il.7* 
21.69 



2277 



35^5 



UhlCj^ Y 

Hlsp«nlc« ' 

&l«^ks «ad Ochsrs t./ • 

Sc«ndat4l F«d«t«l K«tloa*: 

t«gioa I y 

tfhic«s y 

Hlsp«alc* 

■ Slack* «ad ^ch*ts y. 



t*\\.oa II : ' 

Whlcts : 

Hlsp«alc« W C. ... : - 

&l«ck» «rfid'~Och«r« i/ ■ ■ 

tsgloa tlI...>N 

' »hlc«s I/...* : 

Hlsp«olcs y • *^ :n 

tl«cks «ad'*Och«t* l/.- r 



i«tloa IV 

wKUes..".- 

HUp«alcs JL/ 

Hacks 'and^Othcts.- 



't«slon V V 

UhlC«* 

Hlsp«alcs 1,/ 

Slacks *ad''Ochst» I./ • 



tfSloa VI 

Whlcs* 

Blspsalcs . . . . 

Slscks snd Och«rs If- 

Sstlon VII 

.Whlc.s.y..... 

Hl^paal/s 1/ 

tracks sad Orhsrs 1,/ • 



t«tioa VIII 

Whlcss 

' Hlspsnlcs 

Slacks sad Orhsrs 3./ • • 

tSfloa IX.... • 

tftltcs* 

Hlspsalcs 

Slacks aad Ochscs I./" 



ftstloa X > 

-Wblcss 

^Ispsales If 

i;«eks sad Ochsrs V" 



1 
6 

12« 
56 

240 
5 



156 
l**> 

8 

324 
151 
1*5 
25 

20^ ' 
192 
I 
II 



i<td 

161 
133 
122 

1*3 
142 



153 
15* 



165 
163 
166 



109, 
113 



19 < 
2&.17 
17.90 
19.16 

21.7^ 

2m3 



19.20 
19.17 



2*.8£ 
25.90 
^4.2^ 



22.71 
22.^2 



v2fid6 
32*7 
23 72 
23«S 

3117 
3950 



29 3% 
"25*5 



^Q99 
*3%6 
4632 

f 

2*a} 



15.36 
15.05 



115« 




131 


19.00 


^ 2*97 


lo.O* 


S6i 




136 


19.96 


* 2707 


ie.5l 


12S 




132 


Id. 35 


2022 


• It. 96 


339 




121 


r7.'32 


2101 


lfe.7«. 


^*5 




1*4 


2:. 11 


343t. 


23.13 


^*6 




X*6 


22. 9S 


33*5 


22.49 


162 




165 


'23.*e 


39*7 


:*.99 


37 












77 




117 


17.5« 


2»*e 




75 




116 


17.61 


2079 


V4.30 


0 




c- * 


c.co 


0 




2 












9* 




• 128 


16.53 


21U 


17.50 






128 


15.9* 


2C35 


16.53 


3 












Z 












not 




156 


2c1 1 * 


3Wl 


16.12 


87' 




I6t 


19.63 


3265 


15.76 


I 












22 












670 




119 I 


;6.27 


218* 


17.23 


3A9 




.117 • 


19. CB 


222h 


17.72 


14 












267 




122 




2053 


16.03 


**6 




1*6 


* 21.92 


3194 


U.9 7 


433 




■ a49 


2fVC* -< 


3272 


17.03 



19.00 
19.12 
13.51 
19.57 

19.69 
19.37 



17.90 
17.83 



.2*^30 
25.91 
25.20 



2l«73 
21.73 



1371 
1362 



:3:7 

1309 



15*7 
Z0<>1 

!<.eo 

1322 
353fi 



8'.3 



1657 
1570 



1599 



1752 
1263 



1191 
1219 



1902 
1093 
1936 
2103 

i;*» 

1*92 



163* 
1673 



3219 
2856 
3494 



1113 
116< 



129 
12* 

2 



371 
35? 
13 

, 5 

693 
373 

233 

163 
2*4 
129 
30 



*. :* 

::5 



98 



lOP 
IC7 
12) 

107 

IJ2 
120 
161 



15.85 
15.62 



I$.l7 
17. 9i 



17. 94 
U.l^ ' 
U.66 
17.01 

24.13 
*i3.7l 
25.16 



1$ 
37 



61 
60 
2 

■0 

iZ 

49 

I 
13 

'4il 
22l> 
12 
178 

2 

256 
132 



13L 
126 
3 



76 
70 ' 
4 

2 

224 
S5 

'119 
29 

106 
9& 
I 
9 



119 
116 



97 

90 



97 
102 



132 
13« 
121 



58 
95 



119 
IW 



159 
159 
U2 



69 
73 



1853 
1798 



1746 
17<.9 



1947 
19*38 
2313 
1826 

3253 
2634 
*04 J 



l&.fr3 
17.72 



.17.13 
17.34 



17«00 y 
17.02 / 



16*62 
IC.Si 
l£.2&. 



19.76 



17«3Z 
L7.4M 



25 .at 

27 #17 
25.31 



22.4 2 
22.42 



im 



1660 
1554 



1674 



US4 
1729 



2453 
?ff67 
22l« 



I9d9 



2065 
2^76 



41^2 
4384 
40^ 



1550 

Mm 



y Ay«rst«» ;idc fhtrvif<^h • r • bss* is lass cbaa 50.000 patsoas. 



ERIC 



3 



29 



la A-9« iiirsd («rawork«rs who <Md both )ara and nonCara vocli. kvttf nuab«r oC itj9 worliad aod aarolass^ talaetad 

daaoSraphte ebar a6 Car t«t let > 1976 























7arawork 


*^af «ra work 




All work 


i«t«ct«d r 

eharaetarttttes 


Nosbar , 
: of 
: vorkars 


: Av«ra(« 


Karatoi* 


: 

: Av«ras« : Carnlos* 
itjt 


Avarat« 
day* 


Caraiatfl 






: worked 


D«tl7 AoouaI 


. woricad ^-^jt • 

Datlj Aonual 


worked 
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• $«ltcc«d 
ch«r«cc«rltc le» 
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:L«s« ch«n: 

♦ $8.00 : 


$8 

10 
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^ 

sii.o:- *. 


$14.00* i $17.00- : $20.00- 
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25.99 
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And ov«r* 


M«dl«a 
•«x a 1 a 9 « 
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ur C«atu« k«iloa»: 

!lor c(i«^»c ^ 

Whit 

Hl«p«ait«s 2/ 

Bl«ck« and'ochsr* 2/ • 



Sorch Csacr^l /...,. 

WHlt«« 

HUpAalcs 2/ 

Slacks «ad~0ch«r« 2/... 



South 

Mhlt«« 

Hl»p«ntct 

ll«ck« tad Ochor*. 



W«AC «M 

Uhtcos 

Hlsp«atcst 

Bl*ck« «nd Ochors 2/. 



c«ad«rd r«4<«r«l toftont: 

Kofloa 1 

Uhlcoo 

Hlsst^aic« ■ • 

"IlAcko «ad Ochors 2/. 



, k«tlOB It 

«hUo» 

Hlspaolca 

Bl«ck« «ad Ochort 2/ • 



Kogtoa III 

whlM« 

RttpVfttcs 2/ 

flocks «ad Ochors 



2/... 



Kofton IV « 

Uhtcoo 

Htopootcs 2/ 

Blocko «ad~Othoro. 



Koftoa V* 

Uhtcos- 

HUp«ntco 2/ 

Sl«ck« «ad Ochors 2/ < 



Kottoa VI 

U)ilco« ^ 

BKpooico 

tUcko «nd Ochor«« 



Rottoa VII 

Uhlco« 

Hlopoalc* 2/ 

Bl«ck* «ad Ochor* 2^\/ * 

Kottoa VIII.'. 

Uhltoo >^ 

'Hlopoalco 2/ 

Blocko oad Ochoro ll--* 
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Uhltoo 
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< tlocko oad ochoro 2/* 
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Saiaccad 
characcar laclea 



ALL JO»K£K$. 



tchnlc t'owp aod aax: 

Ublcaa 

Hla^anlca ^ 

tiaclia ao4 Ochar 

H«i r 

Uhlca» ' 

Kl»paalea 

lllcka and Ochara 

faaalaa 

Vhlcaa 1 . . 

Rtapaolca 

tlacka and Ochara 

Frlaary aaployaanC aCaCwt: 

^Faraworli. • 

Hlrad farawork 

Wlchowc Donfara work... 

Ulch noafara vork 

Ochar f aravork X/ ••')>••• • 

Nonfara work* •••••< •> 

Uoaaployad 

Hoc In lakor forca 

Xaaplnt hout 
ACCandlat acbool. 
Ochar. 

Ata: 

t8>24 raara, 
23-34 yaara, 
33-44 7aara< 
43-34 7aara< 
33-i4 7«ar«. 
/63 yaara and ovai 
NHwcaCloa of farawori 
Chan 2% dayai 
23-lUdaya, 
73-tM 
13<^4» da>l 
230 d«7a sad o> 
lotta«hold_and altrao^, a^aCwai 
Howaahold haada< 

nitr«Cor7 

MoaaltraCory 

Othar howaahold aaabara^. 

Hltracory 
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429 
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14 
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Horjth««»k...* 

VKlCi* 

HlB»4alCB 2/ 

aiackt aad Other* 1/ < 
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UhdCaa 

Hiar«aie« 2/ 

tlACka sni Ochara "ll* 

South 

Uhlcoa 

Hl*»«aiei 
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workor a 
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ika sad OUP»g 
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UhlCoa ^ 

Hlapaaie* 
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Sle4ad«rd'^«d«r«l lotion*: 
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Mlopoole ,..*.> 
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logloa II 

Ublcoa ^ 
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ch«r«cc«rlsclcs 



Nunb«r 

of 

worker* 



Total •ttDusl fsrn •aralai* 



< 9300 
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n.ooo* 
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$2,}00< 
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9,999 



$10,000 I M«<li«Q 
and ov«r: ••ralngs 
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vhic«a... ^. .: . 
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Slack.* and Ochar* 
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Hlapaalc* 

• lack* aad Ochar* 

^ t»a*lm 

Uhlca* 

H1«p*d1c* 

(lack* aad Ochar* 

fels*ry aaployaanc acacu*: 

Pamwork 

Hlrad «f arawor k 

Wichouc aoatara work... 

Wlch aoafara work 

Ochar farawork 1/ 

Nonf*ra work 

Unaaployad 

Hoc la labor Corca. 

K«apln( bouaa 

Accaodlat, school • 

QIC ha r %* , 

Aga; 

14-17 yaara 4 

18-24 yaara /. . . . 

23-34 yaira 

33-44 yaar* i. . 

43-34 yaara 

33-64 yaara «.... 

63 yaara aad ovar . 
Duradon of farawork: 

^ I.*** chaa 23 daya 

23-74 daya 

7 3-149 day*.' 

130-249 day* 

Z}^ daya aad ovar |. 

Houachold aad algraac stacuat 
Houaabold baada • 
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Koaalgracory • 
Debar houaabold aaabar*^*** 

Mlgracory > 
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14 
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15 
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17 


12 
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46 


13 
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10 


13 
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11 


ir 


2 0^ 


34 


9 
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Soarce of Data 



APPENDIX B: .'sOURCE^.yUTO 



.■ The estimates in this report' are 
based on data obtained in December 
■ 1976 f^pm supplementary questions In 
the Current Population Survey (CPS) of 
the Bureau of the Census. 

The CPS sample ^*as initially 
selected from 1970 Census files ahd is- 
. updated continuously to ref lec't .new 
.home construction. This sample in- 
cludes 616 areas comprising 1,113 
counties and independent cities in each 
■ State and the District of Columbia. 1/ 
Information- is'' collected by trained 
interviewers from appfqximately 54,000 
U.S. households each month. 2/ 

The supplementary questions on the 
December .survey were a^ed of persons 
14 years of age or older who performed 
fo^r""!^ f°'^>^"^o'r^ary during' 
ly/b. Questi6ns concerned the number 
of day^of farmwork for wage or salary, 
migratp;:y status. Hired nonfatm work 
and. wages, principal employment status 
in 19-76, residence, and other matters. 
Not included were persons performing 
hired farmwork during 1976 but who • 
. ' died, entered t^he Armed Forofes,-or were 
no longe'r in -the civilian noninsti- 
tutional population for other reasons. 
^Also, for,eigA nationals who did hired 
farmwork in this country and. returned 
•to their homes before the field collec- 
tion were not. included. 

The estimating procedure used for 
the CPS dita involves the expansion of 
the </eighted sample *r^sults to. indepen- 
dent estimates of ^the U.S.- civilian 
noninstitutional population by age 
race, and se:{. These, independent 
estimates are based on statistics from 
the 1970 CensW of Populatioh; statis- 
tics on births, deatHfs, immigration and 
emigrat-ibn; and statistics on- . the^ 
. number -of people in. the Armed Forces. 

i/The survey does not include Puerto 
Rico .or other territories or "posses- 
.sions.of fche United States. . 
1/For a detailed explanation\)f the CPS 
sampling procedures,* see' U.S. Bureau of ' 
the Census, The Current Populatlnn 
Survev~A Report on Methodolftp i y . Paper 
7, U.S. Government Printing Office, 
i963 . 
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RELIAB-Iim OF feSTIMATES ' ' 

Reliability of the KaMm^r^o 

' r •' " ' 

Since the CPS .estimates in this 
report are based on a sample, they may 
differ somewhat <from the figures thatA,- 
, would have been obtained ' from ■ a c'om-^ 
. Plete census even if it had been taken " ' 
.using the same schedules, instructions, 
and enumerato.rs; \ There are two types' 
of erro^ossHW:^ in an Estimate based 
on a .rf^Smple surv,ey — sampl ing and/ 
nonsampling. Sampling standar<N4tj^ ' 
are provided for data in this report, 
but th^ extent of nons^pling error is 
.unknown. Consequently, particular care 
■should be exercised- in the interpreta- 
tion of. figures -Ijased on a~ relatively 
small number' of cases or on small " 
difference^ between, estimates. " 

Nonsampling Variability * , 

As in any survey work, results are 
subject to errors of .response and - 
nonreporting in addition to sampliiig 
. variability. Nonsampling errlfs , 
can be attr,ibuted to many sources (for 
instance, inability to obtain infiprma-.^.-^. 
tion about all cS^es in the sMple, 
definitional difficulties, differences 
- in the interpretation of questions, 
inability or unwiinngness to provide ' 
correct information onV the part of 
respondents, inability of respondents- 
to recall inf ormatiGri , m"istakes made in 
collection such as in recording or 
coding the, data, mistakes madevin 
processing, data, mistakes made in 
estimating values for missing' data, and 
failure to represent all units in the 
sample) . 

Sampling Variability » j 

Since the size of most nonsampling 
errors is unknown, the reliability of - 
an estimate is described only in terms ' 
of standard error?. These are primarily^ 
measures g,f sampling variability, that • . 
is, of the variations that might occur 
by chance because a sample rather than 
the whole of the population, is survey- 
ed.. As calculated for this report, the 
standard error also partially measures 
the effect of certain response and 
enumeration errors-, but it does not 



/ 



42 ' .4 



'measure any systematic biases in 
the data. Thie chances are about j6S out 
of 100 that. an estimate from th^ sample 
would differ froff a complete census 
-figure by less than the standard 
error. The chances are about 90 out of 
100 that this dif ference^would be less 
than 1.6 t^mes the statidard error, and 
the chances are about 95 out of 100 
that the difference would be lesa than 
twice the standar"ci error. 

* 

Compalrabilitv With Other Data 

Data obtained from- the CPS are not. 
entirely comparable with data obtained 
from other governmental sources. ^This 
is due in large part^ differences in' 
survey processes^— ^^eref ore', gaution 
should be used/ when comparing data in 
this report wltfi.data from other 
sources. ' 



Appendix table B-1. ^ Standard' errors 
for estimated numbers of hired farm-* 
workers - ^ 

(68 chances out of 100) 



Size of estimate 

^ 25,000 
/ 50,000 
100,000 
250,000 , 
• 500,000- 

1,000,00.0 ; 

V 2,500,000 < 
3,00l),000 . 



Standard error 

9,000 
16^000 
18,000 
29,d"'00 ' 
43,000 
65,0(5o X 

121,,000 
139,000 



Note: 



Standard Ei^ror Tables and Their Use ^ 

The figures presented in appendix 
tables 3-1 through B-J, provide approxi- 
mations of standard errors of various 

■ estimtea^hown in this report for data 
on to?:al><Sihite,^or Bi^k and OtlfeT ' 
hired farmworkers. To obtain standard 
errors for workers oj^^Hispanic origin, 
multiply the standard|;^r.rors in appen- 
dix tables B-l thr5^K^3-5 by l.6l 
Standard errors Tor values not 
shown in the $taiidard erzrors tables 
may^ be approximated by interpolation. 
To derive standard errors that would 
be applicable to a wide v-a-riety of 
items and could be prepared at a 
moderate *cost, a number of approxima- 
tions were required. A9 a result, th'e 
tables, of standard' errors (along with 
tne factdr for oersons ofJdTspanic 
origin) provide aV^jidj^e^tion of the 
size of the standard errors rather-than 

*the precise standard ^ error for any 
specific item'. 

e^s^^^ 



To obtain approximate standard 
errors for persons of Hispanic 
o'rigin , multiply the above 
standard errors by 1.6. 

Alternatively^ Standard errors can be 
calculated using the following' formula 
(1) which wds used to compute ' the 
tabular ^tandard errors. D.irect. 
computation will' give more accurate 
results th^an linear interpolation. 



ax 




2^ 

aX + bx 



(1) 



Stan-dard Lrrors. of Estimated Numbers 

- Appendix taole "B-l shows standard 
errors, ax, ^ for estimated nikbeccof 
nired farmworkers. Linear .interpolation 
may be used to obtain standard /Errors 
for intermediate values not shown in 
the tables, . 



Here x ii the actual size of the 
estim^ate (not rounded to - thousands) , 
a is.o;001128; jib is 3072.5806; and c is 
1.0/for total. White, or Black 'and 
^^P^r persons and 1.6 for persons of 
^Hispanic origin. Formula (1) is used 
'to calculate! standard errors for 
estimated numbers of hired ^ farmworkers 
only. ^ , " ■ * . 

' Standard Errors of 
Estimated Percentages . 

*Appendix table' B-2 shows standard 
errors of estimated pd-rcentages of 
hired farraworkersc The relialtility of 
an estimated • percentage, computed by 
using 'Sample • data 'for both numerator 
and denominator, ^ depends , on both the 
size of the percentage and theisize of 
the total on which t;he percentage was. 
based. E?-timated .percentages are 
relatively -fmor^ -..reliable ^ than the 
corresponding estimates of the numera- 
tors of the percentages, particularly 
if the percentages are 50 percent 6t 
more. Linear interpolation may be used 
to obtain standard errors for"" inter- 



mediaVe values of the percentages and 
the ^,ase of th^ percentage shown in 
appendix table .B-2, Or standard 
errors, Xx,p) can be calculated using 
formula (2). , Direct computation will 
give ipdre accu^'ate results than linear 
interpolation. 

c(x,p) - cy I p (10t)-p) (2) 

Here x is the actual size (not 
rounded to thousands) of ther subclass 
of the population which is the base of 
♦ the percentage; p is th^ percentage (0_< 
p < 100); b is 3072.5806; and c is 1.0 
for .totals W^ite, or Black and* Other 
persons and 1*6 for persons of Hispanic 
origin. Formula"- (2) is used to caj.cu- 
late standard 6'rrors for estimated 
percent ak'ges of hired farmworkers 
only. 

e 

Standard Errors of Estimated^Averages 

Averages .are subject^ to large 
sampling variability sine a the sample 
estimates of an average are affected by 
extrepie values.' Ap{)endix tafile B-3 , 
shows standaB^ errors of .average number 
of days of hirld farmwork. *« Appendix 
-^able B-4 s hows , stahdard errors of 
average annual earnings. Appendix table" 
B-5 shows standard errors^ of average »^ 
daily earnings. Linear interpolation 
may be used to obtain standard errors 
for intermediate * values ^ot shown. 

Illus ttation of Use of S'tandard Error 
Tables' ] ] . 

Tab 1 e^^Wo^RLis report shows 
2, 767, OOO^^^^JwBo' performed hired 
f armwork^^^B^k . Interpolation of 
data in ap^ndix table B-1 sjiows" the 
standard error for an estimate 0^ this 
size to be^pproxin^ately 131,000. Thus, 
the chanc&Sare 68 out of IQO that the 
estimate would have been a figure 
diff-ering from A complete census figure 
by less than 131,000; The chances .are «^ 
95 out of 100 that the estimate wc^uld 
hare differed ft*om< a complete* census 
figure by less than 262,000 (twice the 
standard ^ror)'. 

Tabll&rsl also shows 41 percent of 
the. farmsrotk^'rs worked f^er than 25 
days. Interpolation in appendix table 
B-2 indicates the standard error for 



41 percent of a base of 2,767,000 would 
be app-roxiraatel/ 1.6 percent. Conse- 
quently,* chance^ are 68 qut of 100 that 
the estimated 41 percent would have 
differed from a complete census figure 
by less than 1^6 percent; chances are 
95 ou;: of 100 that the Estimate would 
have differed *from a ^complete census 
figure by less than 3.2 percent. For 
example , the 95 percJent confidence 
/interval would be from 37.8 to 44.2 
percent . ^ . • 

Standard Error of a Difference 

*For a difference between twwo 
sample estimates, the standjard error is 
approximately equal to the* square. root 
of/ the sum of squared standard 

errors of the estimates. The estimate 
cait be of numbers, percentages,* aver- 
ages, etc. This method will represent 
fehe actual .standard error quite accu- 
rately for' the difference' "tetween* 
two esLfimates of the same character- 
istic "Kn t*wo different areas^ or for 
the difference between separate and 
uncorrelated characteristics in the 
same area. If, however, there is a high 
positive correlation 'between the two 
characteristics, the formula will, 
overestimate the true standard error. 

Illustration of the Computation of the 
Statkiard Error of a Difference 

« 

. Appendix taj)le A-5 s,hows that 12 
percent of farmworkers worked 250 days 
and over. The app^arent^differ fences 
between the v^rkers/ who worked less 
than 25 days (41 ^pep^nt) and those who 
worked 250 days a;id ov^i;^is. 29 percent- 
age pointfs.* \ ' ^ ^"^^ 

Appendix table B-2" shows, by 
interpolation, the standard error 
for 1^ percent on a base of 2,767 ,000 
to be approximately 1 percent (.cfx) . 
The standard error for 41 percent is 
3.^ percent ( ^y)«» To get the standard 
error of the es t lunate d dif f ar enc^.> 
formula (3) for thetst^dard ertor of a 
difference is used as follows: 

o(x-y) -\|ax^ +oy2 (3) 

Therefore, the standard error of the 
es^timated difference is 



Appendix ' table B-2. Standard errors of percentages 
of hired farmworkers . 



Estimated 
percentage 

4 




• < 
( Base of 


per'Cent^e in 


thousands 


• 


25 


50 ; 


100 ; 


250^ ! 


500 ; 


1,000 ; 


2,500^ ; 


3,OpO 












Percent 








2 or 


98... 


4.9 


3.5 


2.4 


1.6 


1.1 


-0.8// 


0.5 


0.4 


5 or 


95... 


7.6, 


' 5^4 


3.8 


2.4 


i.7 


1.2 


0.8 


0.7 


10 or 


90... 


10.5 


7.4 


5.3 


3.3 ^ 


2,4 ' 


1.7 


1.1.. 


1.D 


15 or 


85...- 


12.5 


8.9 


6.3 


4.0 


2.8 


2.0 


1.3 


1.1 


20 or 


80... * 


14.0 


9.9 . 


ho 


4.4 


3.1 


2t2 


1.4 


1.3 


25 '.or 


75... J 


15.2 


,10.7 


7.6 


4.8 


3.4 


2*4 


1.5 


1.4 


35 or 


65... ' 


16.7 


11. a 


8.4 


5.3 


3.7 


2.6 


1.7 


1.5 


50.... 




17.5 


12.4 


8«8 


5.5 ' 


3\9 * 


2.S ^ 


. 1.8 ■ 


1.6 



Note: 



origin, multiprly the above standard errors by 1.6. 



Appendix tabl*e B-3.^ Standard errors of average number^* 
of days of hired farinv/ork * V. " 



Average number of 
days of hired 



(68 chances out o^.OO) 



Base of Average in thousands of hired farmworke 



rs 



farmwork per 
year per worker 


' ^50 


• 100 ; 


• ^0 


500 : 

* * 


1,060 ; 


2,500 


I 3\000 










Number 








' IQ - 


' \.2' 


I'.O 


0.7 


0.5' 


0.4 


0.3 


'0.2. 


25 


. 3.5 


3.1 


2.2 




1.3 


0.9 


0.7 ^ 


^50.; ; 


10V2 


7.2 


5.7 ^ 


'4.0 


3.4 


2.3 . 




' "100 ; 


19.2 


13.6 


• 9.6 


6.8 ^ 


5.0 


3.1 


^2.9 


150 ; 


19.. 7 


14.0, 


9.5 


6.8 


i3.6 


2.4 


2.1 


200... f... : 


,15.5 


11.0 


7. a 


5.0 


• 3.0 


2.0 


^ 1.7 


^ 250.- \ : 


41.3 


' 8.0 V 


5.0 


' 3.5 


1.3 


0.9 


0.7 ' 


^ 300..'. : 


.'7.1 


5.0 


3.0 


2<0 • 


0.8 


0.5 


■ 0.4 



Note: Appendix table B-3 pertains to averages copputed from distribu- 
tions allowed to vary over the entire range -of days worked 
Standard errors for truncated distributions "(e.g. , workers, with 
less than 25 days of hired farmworjk) are somewha~t smaller. 

To obtain^ approximate standard ^errors for persons of Hispanic^ 
origin, multiply the above standard errors by^l.6. 



4^ 



45 



43 



i^Tr^rs" of 



Appendix table B-4. Standard erfbrs" of average annual 
earnings from hired far;pnwork * 

(68 cKanees out of 100) ^ 



Average earnings 
from hired farm- 
* ^ork per 
year per worker 



5 150. 

250. 

500. 

750. 
1,000. 
2,, 000 . 
3,000. 
4,000. 
5,000. 
6,000. 



7" 



Bcise of^verag^ in thousands oi hired farmworkers. 



50- 



100 



250 



i 



500 



i,ooj!J \ 2v^o6 ; 3,000. 



Dollaf^ 



31 * 




14 


IP 


58 




26 


19 


118 


^34 


53 


. '41 


178 


126 , 


80 


' 64- 


219 


. 155 ' 


• 98 


. 85 


314 


223 


141 


13?. 


33i 


235* 


149 


' 138 


340 < 


241 ^ 


153, 


141 


344 


244 ' 


;^55 


' 142 


3^6 


245- 


156 


142 



9 
16 
' ^35 
54 , 
•6-8 
^.96 * 
/ 99^— 
*100 
100^ 
. 100 



.\6 

11 

'/23 
36 
45 
^4 
^6 
67 
67 
■*67 



5 
10 
21 
33 
41 
58 
60 
61 
61 
61- 



Note: To obtain a()pro3^ltate standard errors for persons of Hispanic 
origin, multiply the above standard errors b^y.l«6'» 




Appendix ti^le B-5 . Standard errors of average 4aiiy 
S , ^ earnings from hired^ farm^^ork 

i ;(68 chances out of: 100), 



ERLC 



Average earnings 
from hired farmr 
w8=tk *pfeTf 
day per worker 




Base ^^f^ average in thousands'of ^^Ired farmworkers 
50 • 100 • 250 ' ' 500 i' 1,000 * 2,500 " 3,000 



Dollars 



• 27\ 


^.19 


.14- • 


.09 , 


.08 


.51 


..36 . 




;17 


.15., 


.66 


.50" X 




.23- ' 


.20'^ 


.68'* 


.53 ' 




^28' 


.25 


.69^ 


,*55 




.31 


-.27 


.71 


.5j6 




.33 


-.29 


.73 


. J. f57 • 


.52^ . 


.34 


.-30 • 


.75 


.59 • 


.53 


' ;35 


.31 


.76 


.60 


.54' ' 


.36 ■ 


.31 



'Note: To bt)tain approximate standard errors for persons of Hispanic 
* origin , I muftiply -the ■abovg', standard 'terror's bjr 1.6. 





1 



(D? + (3.2)^ 



This means the chances are 68 out 
of 100 that the estimated differenc^ 
based on the ^^mple would vary by 3.4 
percentag'e points from the' Hif terence 
derived using complete census figures. 
^Since the standard error of the esti- 
mated difference (3,4 percentage 



points) is less than the difference 
between the* two estimates (29 'percent- 
age points), it •Can be concluded with 
*68 percent confidence that the percent- 
age of h^red farmworkers who worked 
less than 25 ^_ays ±n 1976 is greater 
than the percentage of workers who 
worked ^50 days and ov eY ia 1976. 



Hired Farmworkers ; Persons 14 years 
old and over in the^^ ciVilian noninsti- 
tutional population of ^ the United 
States at the time ot the surv^ who 
did any farmwork for cash wage)5 of 
salary at any time in the year, even if 
only for 1 day. 

Farmwork for Cash Wages or Salary ; 1. 
Work doije on any farm for cash wages or 
salary • in connection with the produc- 
tion, harvesting, threshing, prepara- 

. tion for market., or delivery to market 

• of agricultural products; 2. work done 
off the farm for a farmer by farm- 
workers, sucn as trips to town to buy 
feed, seeds, or 'fertilizer, \or to 
handle other matters involv\d in 

^ running the farm business; 3. repaTrs 
of -farm buildings machine ry,^ etcr;, 
perfarmed by a hired farmworker when 
done along^with the type of work 
specified .in (1) and (2) above; 
^and 4. managing a farm enterprise^ for 
cash salary. 

Not included as farmwork for cash 
wages or salary are; 1. woi^4c^,^gerJ5rined 
by farm operators on their own farms, 
or "exchange^' work between farmers; 
2. work done exclusively ffor "pay in 

' kind", 3,." work done yitholit pay on a 
family farns^^ a member of the farm 
operator's family '(a small r&girtaT cash 
allowance is not considered as farm 
wages); 4. nonfarm work performed on -a 
farm, such as the building of a farm 
structure, drilling a well, hauling 
agricultural products to market by ' 
c^ommercial truckers or domestic 
service in the home of a farmer; and 5. 



APPENDIX C. ppFINITlONS Al«) EXPLANA^NS 

Worker Classification; 



Casual workers— perscTns who worked 
le^s than 25 days at farmwork. 
^-^-^asonal .worlters — perspns who 
worked 15-149 days. - • ' CT 
Regular wo r ke r s-;^ e r s o ns who 
worked 150-249 days . 
Year-round workers — per sonc -/<7ho 
worked 250 days or more. 
* (This report's use of tHe terms 
4 "sfi^^onal" and " regular" differs 
from that in the Census of, Agri- 
tulture, where "s6asdnal^ workers" 
refers to persons emp.loyed on one 
farm for less than 150 days 
during the year,, and "regular 
workers" to those , employed on one 
farm for J.50 days or more during 
^ the year. ) 



Days of Hired^arm or Nonfarm Work ; 
Days on which any hired farm or nonfarm 
'work was reported. The work may have 
been for alitor only part of a day. 

Earnings from Farm or Nonfarm Jtfork ; 
Tota 1 cash wages or salary received 
for farmwork or for nonfarm work. 
Estimates of earnings do not include 
the Value of perquisites received in 
•connection with farmwork nor. the ^ 
value of fringe benefits receded in 
connection with nonfarm work.' 

Principal Employment Status (termed 
"chief ^activity" in previous reports); 
Information on the principfii employraenfe 
status of hired farmworkers during the 
year was derived from jthe question. 



custom^work,- such as spraying, thresh- // "What was . doing most of 1976-- 

ing, comoining, etc., when a person is working, keeping, house, going to 

pai;d <a combined rate for the ofre-a^f , s chooi., ■ .04:^ ome thing else?" If the 

equipment and labor. . initiaT^response vas "working", the 




c 



kind of work the person was doing most 
of the year was determined. H ire4 
f armwork was recorded if most of a, 
person's work was farmwork for cash 
wages or salary. Operating a farm was 
I'ecorded if most of a person's working 
time was spent operating a farm (as a 
tenant, owner, or sharec roppe r) . 
Nonfarm work was recorded if most of a 
person' s, working time was spent operat- 
ing a nonfarm business in a profession, 
working without pay in a family nonfarm 
business, or working for pay (or pay in 
kind) in any nonfarm activity (such: as 
manufacturing, trade, construction, 
domestic services, etc.). For the 
person who 'did not report "working" ►as 
the primary activity, information w^s 
obtained on what he or she was doing 
most of the year. Looking for^ work 
(unemployed) was ifeported. for-a^ person 
who spent most oi the time without 
employment, but was- actively looking 
for a job. Keeping house was reported 
for a'person who spent most of the time 
doing his or her own housework. 
Goin^ to school was reported for 
a person -who spent most of the time 
during the year going to school. The 
category ".other" was reported ^for a 
person who spent most; of the time at 
some activity other than those named^ 
above. 



Migratory Status ; 
are, those wn, 
r pm,pnr,^ r i 1 y 



^ Migratory workers 
r\y> V) left their home 
Ov e/ n i -^-h4 — 1« — 



farmwori^ in a dif ferent * county *within 
the same St^e or in a different State 
with ^the expectation of eventually 
returning home, or 2) Jad no usual 
place of residence, ^and did hired 
farmwork in two or more coutities during 
the 'y^^r. Nonmigratory w.orkers ^re 
those who I) did all theii; hired 
farmwork for the y6ar in the same 
CO un t y in which they 1 iv ed , 2 ) mad e a 
permanent move from one county to 



from home that • • • traveled while 
doing«farm work for cash wages?" 
Interviewers were instructed to record 
the mileage traveled by the workers 
from the time they left their home-site 
until the time they reached the p lace 
that was the longest distance away from 
home. Distance traveled does not 
include miles to return to home-site. 

Age : The ^age classification was b'ased 
on the -person's age at his or her. last 
birthda^^ 



Education Comt$lfeted ; Data on education 
completed in this report were derived 
from the combioation of answers to 
questions concerning the highest grade 
of school attended by the person and ^ 
Vhether or not that grade was finished. 
Quest ions on educational attainment 
applyVqnly to progress in "regular" 
schools. Suc*h schools include graded 
public, private, and parochial element- 
ary, and high' schools, whether day 
sclvools, or night schools. Thus, 
regular schooling is that which may 
advance a person toward an elementary 
school certificate or a high school 
diploma, or a college, university, or 
pr^^ssional school degree . Schogling 
in other than regular schools was^ 
' counted only if the credits obtained 
were regarded as t ransf erab le t o a 
school' in the regular school system. 

»^ * 

hftj -C Cr etit>^ Refer s — to — divi - ^ - 

sion of the population in^ three 
mutual ly exclusive groups — Whi te , 
Hispanic, and Blacks and Others. 
"Ethnic oj^igin" was determined for this 
report on the basis of a question that 
asked respondents ^the^p^ origin or 
descent • The answers to ^this question 
may produce results somewhat different % 
from results based on inferred ethnic 
identification uping such character- ^ 
istics as count^ of birt*h of the 



another during the year (ey.en *if they"*^ .person or his parents, language spoken 
did hired, farmwork in both counties), V in the home,* or surname. Hispanic 
or 3^ commuted daily across ^the county ^^-^.-44U>4r^des aJL'i those who identified 

themsVTv^es as tiexican American, 
Chicano, 'Mexican, Mexicano, Puerto 
Rican, Cuban, Central or South Ameri- 
can, or other Hispanic'. White refers 
to Whitie persons other than those ' of 
Hispanic origin. Black and Other 
includes Blacks and Other .^groups such 



or State line to work and returned home 
ea<:h night. . ' "'^ • ^ * 

Distance Tr aveled : The distance 
traveled to perform hired farmwork was 
determined by asking the respondent 
"What was tae* longest distance awa^^ 



as Indians, Chines^e, Japanese, and 
others not of Hispanic origin, 
simplici.ty of presentation, these 
groups are termed White, Hispanic and 
Black and Others! 

Region ; Hired farmworker inform^ionX 
is presented^ in tiie report two \ 

different r eg ional ^^>^^ega t iJns of 
States: 1. * the four Census regions 
and 2. the ten Standar.d Federal 
Regions. 




7 

incl uded 



in each of the 
regions^ are as 



States 

f ^u r Census 
lorlb^s: . 

Northea^— MMne., '>jew Hampshire, 
Viirmont, "^H^ssa Ause 1 1 s , Rhode 
Island, Conn^ticut, New York, 
Penn-H^lvania, ^'tid New Jersey; 
North Central — 0\\l:^^ Lnd^iana , 
Illinois, Wisconsin ,Vyichigan, / 
Minnesota, 'Iowa, MissourYjv|^ North / 
Dakota, South Dakota", Nebr>^ka,v 
and Kansas; S ou t h -*M^r vl aody 
Delav^are-, District of Columl^i^-^. 
Virginia, West Virginia, Nqrth*;^^^ 
Caroling, South Carolina, Georgi'^^' ' 
F-lorida, Kentucky, Tennesstf^^..} 
Alabama, Mississippi, Arkansas', 
Louisiana, Oklahoma, and'Texas"; 

^gst — Montana, Wyoming, Idaho, 
Cblqrado, New Mexico, Utah, 
Arizona, Nevada, Washington, 
OregoiT, California, Hawaii, and 
Al^^^a» ' 

The States included in each, of the 
Standard Federal Regions are as 



Regioji IV 
Alabama 
Florida 

Georgil * 
/ Kentucky 
Mississippi 
North Carolina 
South Carolina 
Tennessee 

legion V 
Illinois 
Indiana 
Michigan 
Minnesota 
Ohio 

Wisconsin 



Region VI 
jfi^g^rkansas 

Louisiana 
New -Mexico 
' OklaKOnae 
TexasC 

^ at' 



Region VII 

Iowa 

Kansas 
^ Missouri 

Nebraska 

Region VIII 
Colorado 
Montana 
North Dakota 
South Dakota 
Utah 
Wyoming 

Region ,IX 
Arizona 
Cal if ornia 
Hawaii 
Nevada 

Region X 
Alaska 
Idaho 
Oregon 
'Washington 



t en 

follows: 

-.Region r ^ 
Connect ffcut 
Maine 

Masschusett s 
New, Hampshire 
Rhode Jslaod 
Vermont 

Region II 
New Jersey 
New York 



-Region Tfe'I 
Delaware 
Distrid^t of 

ColmrrbiJ 
Maryland 
'Pennsylvania 
Virginia^ 
West Virginia 



esidaWi&e : Residence is determined on 
the basis, of the classification of the 
plac« in which the worker lived at the 
time of the survey.. In the CPS, hired 
farmworkers were classifie<^ as living 
^ on farms (farm residhnts) if they lived 
in a rpral terfiTof y on' places »Df ,10 or 
.more acr^s of lancTT^m which at least 
$ 5 O^jiLQith of^^ricul t u cal products 
we^ sold itvifhe reporting year. AI30, 
ncluded ^as /&arm residents are persons, 
who lived oA jilaces of Ifess than lo' 
acres'^if asNiuch as $250 worth of 
agricultural products were sold^ from 
the place in th'e report ing year . 
Nonf arm- resident workers lived in" urban 
places, rurai eQwns ^r villages, or in 
the open cquntry on places t]^t did not 
meet the criteria for farm* classifica- 
tion. 
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